
 

 

MEMBERSHIP OPEN TO EVERYONE  

“in partnership with  
Oregon State University” 

Schedule of Classes 
 Issues & Ideas  

 World Culture Topics 

 Arts 

 Humanities 

 Science 
 

DISCOVER A WORLD OF KNOWLEDGE 
 

CLASSES BEGIN  
 April 3rd 



 

 

FAQs 

WHAT IS ALL? 
 Opportunities for learning as a lifelong process 
 Presentations include lectures, panel discussions, videos, performance, and field trips  
 Classes in five separate strands rotate each term.  For example, the Science strand may have its 

presentations on Wednesday mornings one term and then have them on Thursdays the next term.  
 150± presentations organized into three ten-week terms for just $100 per year and a summer term. 
 350± members 

 Additional Information at: www.academyforlifelonglearning.org 

WHERE? 
 Most presentations held in the Meeting Hall  

of the First Congregational Church, United Church of 
Christ, 4515 SW West Hills Road   

 Ample parking 

 Wheelchair accessible 
 Sound system and listening devices for those with 

hearing limitations 
 See the ALL website to request other   

accommodations 
 Occasionally classes in other locations may not be able 

to accommodate persons with physical disabilities.   

HOW? 
 Join: Membership in ALL is $100 per year starting in any term.  Occasionally additional fees may be 

charged to cover class materials, travel, meals, etc.  Those interested in joining ALL can attend two classes 
without becoming a member. 

 Pay: Use your credit or debit card on our website (academyforlifelonglearning.org).  OR  
Complete the Membership Registration Form (INSERT 1) and mail it to our PO Box.  

 Register (preferably before March 16th):  To help plan for each class, please register online through our 
website OR Complete the Class Selection Form (INSERT 2) and mail it to our PO Box.  

Special Note: ALL is registered as a cultural organization with the Oregon Cultural Trust.  If you make a 
donation to ALL over and above your membership dues, and match that donation with a donation to the 
Cultural Trust, you can claim a tax credit on your Oregon tax return—up to $500 for an individual or $1,000 for 
a couple.  Go to the Trust website for more information—www.culturaltrust.org.  

CLASS CHANGE NOTIFICATION 

Changes to the published schedule may be made.  If the 
weather is questionable, members must evaluate their 
personal risk in attending class.   
 If a class must be changed, ALL will notify members 

by an email message and by placing a cancellation 
message on the ALL phone answering system.   

 When in doubt, check your email or call  
541-737-9405 to listen to any announcements.  

 It should be noted that in icy conditions, the better 
approach to the Church is from 53rd Street.   

HOW DO I CONTACT ALL?  
Address: Academy for Lifelong Learning 
 PO Box 923 
 Corvallis, OR   97339 
Phone: 541-737-9405 and leave a message.   
 We will return your call the next  
 business day. 
E-mail: admin@academyforlifelonglearning.org 
Web:  academyforlifelonglearning.org 
 (includes the current class information) 
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Hurricane Disaster Relief—Up Close and Personal  Tuesday, April 3, 9:30 
 

In autumn 2017, hurricanes Harvey flooded Houston, Irma swamped Florida, and Maria 
devastated Puerto Rico. Numerous agencies, charitable organizations, and individuals rushed 
in to relieve the suffering, including two Corvallis citizens.  Bobbie O’Connell, Director of Good 
Samaritan Nursing Support Services and member of National Disaster Medical Team Oregon-
2, provided medical care to victims of Harvey and Irma.  Pat Wray, outdoor enthusiast and 
Gazette Times contributor, led Red Cross volunteer crews delivering food to affected 
communities in Puerto Rico.  Join us to hear their stories and insights. 
Host: Bill Hohenboken 

 

Does Karma Exist? Monday, April 9, 1:30 
 

It is not unusual for people to express the view that “what goes around comes around.”  Indeed, it is 
a component of most major world religions. Buddhism has a name for this phenomenon: karma.  
Buddhism also has a detailed theory about how and why it works. But what is the evidence that 
karmic processes actually exist?  John Edwards, OSU Associate Dean of Student Services and 
Professor of Psychology, will describe the Buddhist philosophy of karma and then review research 
evidence bearing on the existence of karma. 
Host: Judy Ringle 
 

Women’s Intercollegiate Basketball and Volleyball at OSU: What’s the Big Deal? Tuesday, April 10, 9:30 
 

The Pac 12 is among the nation’s most competitive conferences for women’s 
basketball and volleyball, and OSU is consistently among its best teams for both 
sports.  How do you explain this success for a middle-sized state university of modest 
means?  How is a culture of excellence instilled in the student athletes?  Coaches 
Scott Rueck (basketball) and Mark Barnard (volleyball) will take you behind the scenes 
of their successful Division 1 programs, explaining everything from recruiting, strength 

and endurance training, dealing with personalities within the team, scheduling, and many other challenges.  
Host: Bill Hohenboken 
 

Laying the Groundwork for the Future of Schools in Corvallis Tuesday, April 17, 9:30 
 

What kind of future do we envision for public education in our community?  Join Corvallis 
Superintendent Ryan Noss in a lively discussion about today’s K-12 students, how teaching and 
learning look in today’s classrooms, and how the passage of an upcoming facilities bond will positively 
impact student outcomes. 
Host: Bill Kemper 
 

Journalism and “Fake News”:  Politics, Disruption and the Future of Democracy Tuesday, April 24, 9:30 
 

Journalists have traditionally played a critical role in our democracy, acting as a check on the 
abuse of public and private power. However, the business model under which journalism 
functioned in the past has been disrupted while, today, the credibility of journalism is under 
assault. Tim Gleason, Professor of Journalism at the University of Oregon, will explore how, 
despite these trends, journalists must continue to serve democracy. 
Host: Philip Lewin 
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1. ISSUES & IDEAS SPRING 2018 
Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined.  



 

 

 

OSU Turns 150:  We Take an ALL / OSURA Field Trip to Portland Wednesday, May 2, 9:45 $ 
 

In partnership with the OSU Retirement Association (OSURA), we’ll visit 
The Oregon Historical Society Museum for their exhibit celebrating 
OSU’s history and contributions.  The computer mouse?  That new blue 
pigment?  The Fosbury flop?  Hit animated films?  E*TRADE?  All have 
strong OSU connections.   Other exhibits to enjoy include A Century of 

Equal Rights, Birds, Roses—something for everyone.  Join us on the bus to Portland.  Board the bus at the OSU Foundation 
parking lot (35th and Western) by 9:45 a.m., get back by 4:45 p.m.  After arriving in Portland, enjoy free time for lunch or 
exploring.  The museum tour will start at 1:15 p.m.  Registration and payment ($30) can be made online through the ALL  
website (click on the Pay Dues and Event Fees button) from 5:00 p.m. on March 5th until 5:00 p.m. on March 31st.  Since 
this trip is a joint event with OSURA and has a limited enrollment, we encourage you to register early.  If fewer than 24 
enroll by March 31st, the tour will be cancelled and the fee refunded.    Maximum of 48.  
Host: Judy Ringle 
 

Corvallis Senior Cohousing Project Tuesday, May 8, 9:30 
 

Responding to a need for housing for active seniors wishing to live in community, a group has formed to design and build a 
cohousing project in South Corvallis for active adults over 55.  Group member Claudia Weintraub will describe what 
cohousing is, how senior cohousing differs from multigenerational cohousing, why we chose this style of living, where our 
site is, and where we are in the project.  Members joining this community can be part of designing the homes and the 
Common House as well as the landscape and garden areas. 
Host: Marge Popp 
 
Facing Global Crises: What Can We Do as a Community? Tuesday, May 15, 9:30 
 

As we read about a changing climate, mass extinction of species, acidification of our oceans, and the impacts on humans, 
how do we respond?  It’s easy to be overwhelmed and simply ignore the global challenges that aren’t at our doorstep.  Or 
we can seize this opportunity to work together to create a sustainable community and a sustainable world.  Annette Mills, 
Facilitator of the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition, along with two of the Coalition’s action team leaders, will help us 
explore the promise of low-impact, high-quality lives for us, our children and grandchildren.  
Host: Bill Kemper  
 

Resilient Communities in the Face of Natural Disasters Tuesday, May 22, 9:30 
 

Two years ago the New Yorker magazine published an article, about “The Next Big One” which stated 
that if a Cascadia Subduction Zone earthquake occurred, everything west of I-5 would be “toast.”  Erica 
Fischer, OSU Assistant Professor of Structural Engineering and licensed professional engineer, will 
describe what happens geologically in an earthquake and what it means to be a resilient community.  
Participants will work on their own emergency preparedness plan and community resilience strategies. 
Host: Marge Popp 
 

The Corporate Attack on American Workers Tuesday, June 5, 9:30 
 

American politics is more dominated by moneyed interests than ever before, especially since the Supreme Court’s 2010 
ruling that lets corporations spend unlimited cash on politics.  Gordon Lafer, Professor at the University of Oregon’s Labor 
Education & Research Center, will show how the wealthiest and most powerful lobbies in the country—the big corporate 
lobbies—have been working in all 50 state legislatures to rewrite the rules of the economy in ways that benefit the 
wealthy at the expense of everyone else. 
Host: Philip Lewin 

SPRING 2018 Continued   ISSUES & IDEAS 
 Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined 
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2. WORLD CULTURES SPRING 2018 
Tuesdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless date & time underlined. 

 

Onsens and Yukatas: A Bicycling Adventure from Kyoto to Tokyo  Tuesday, April 3, 1:30 
 

In September 2017, six friends decided to explore part of the main island of Japan by bicycle.  Following an established 
route called “Length of Japan,” they spent 13 days riding city streets, mountain roads, and lovely bike trails.  Nights were 
spent at country inns called ryokans, many with natural hot spring baths for their tired muscles.  Travel vicariously with 
five of the six, Mark and Kim Thackray, Sam Stern, and Enrique and Kay Semadeni, via photos and stories, to learn about 
the food, culture, and people of Japan. 
Host: Rich Wittrup 
 

History’s Greatest Revolution: The Industrial Revolution in Britain, 1750-1873 Friday, April 6, 9:30 
 

The Industrial Revolution, which has done so much—arguably, not all positive—to create the 
modern world, is ongoing and accelerating.  While historians debate many aspects of it, most 
agree that it began in Britain, around 1750.  Paul Kopperman, OSU Professor of History, will 
investigate why it began there, what the hallmarks of the original revolution were, and how 
Britain was transformed by it.   
Host: Paul Van Loan 

 

North Korean Nuclear Crisis: A Regional Security Flash Point  Tuesday, April 10, 1:30 
 

Hua-Yu Li, OSU Associate Professor Political Science Program in the School of Public Policy, will touch upon important 
issues.  What has led to today’s crisis?  What are the best ways to resolve the crisis given the important regional players 
involved? In the speaker’s view, a peaceful solution must be pursued to avoid wars in the region.  Li has a research interest 
in China’s political economy in the 1950s, the Chinese Communist Party in comparative perspectives and the Soviet impact 
on China.  He teaches a course on International Politics in the Asia Pacific.  
Host: Jim Nusrala  
 

Turkey Revisited Tuesday, April 17, 1:30 
 

Travel photographer Donald Lyon returns to Turkey after a 12-year absence to discover that life for many 
has improved while the essential charm of the land and warm character of the people has remained the 
same.  His revealing images and commentary show that Turkey is still at the crossroads of the world.      
Host: Rich Wittrup 
 

The Weight of Obesity: Hunger and Global Health in Postwar Guatemala Tuesday, April 24, 1:30 
 

As death rates from heart attacks, strokes, and diabetes in Latin America escalate, global health interventions increasingly 
emphasize nutrition, exercise, and weight loss—but much goes awry as ideas move from policy boardrooms and clinics 
into everyday life. Based on years of intensive fieldwork, Emily Yates-Doerr, OSU Assistant Professor of Anthropology, will 
talk about how obesity is lived and experienced by Guatemalans who have recently found their diets—and their bodies—
radically transformed.  The lecture will challenge the widespread view that health can be measured in calories and 
pounds, offering insight into what it means to be healthy in postcolonial Latin America. 
Host: David Eiseman 
 

Myanmar History and Religion (Burma) Friday, May 4, 1:30 
 

Most of Myanmar has been off limits to tourism for decades.  In 2013, some restrictions were lifted.  In April 
2017, Lindsay Rahmun traveled in Myanmar with a native friend.  They visited the historical region of Bagan, 
where they learned about the country’s history and religion, two subjects highly intertwined in Myanmar.  
They also visited the beautiful Shwedagon Pagoda in Yangon (formerly Rangoon).   Rahmun will share stories, 
pictures, and insights from her trip. 
Host: Rich Wittrup  
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SPRING 2018 Continued   WORLD CULTURES 
 Tuesdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless date & time underlined 

 

Dr. Thomas Sydenham and the Transformation of British Medicine Wednesday, May 9, 1:30 
 

Paul Kopperman, OSU Professor of History, will discuss Thomas Sydenham (1624-1689), the most celebrated figure in the 
history of British medicine.  While noted and respected during his lifetime, his influence was mainly felt across the 
eighteenth century.  He was responsible for popularizing new drugs that transformed medical treatment.  His 
understanding of what caused disease and what could cure it influenced medical practice and even on how medicine was 
studied.  Not all aspects of his legacy would appeal to modern tastes, for he was a strong and influential proponent of 
bloodletting and opium.  But of the significance of his role in shaping early modern medicine, there is no doubt, and that 
will be the focus of this presentation. 
Host: Jim Nusrala 
 

The Political Economy of Climate Change from the Perspective of Brazilian Carbon Experts Tuesday, May 15, 1:30 
 

Shaozeng Zhang, OSU Assistant Professor of Anthropology, will discuss how Brazilian carbon experts 
address the political and financial challenges in building carbon markets.  Zhang will discuss how 
these challenges pertain to political and economic contexts, deeply rooted in postcolonial geopolitics 
between the global North and Third Worlds.  The experts strategically integrate these factors to 
effectively appropriate the global financial resources to combat global climate change and contain 
domestic deforestation.  
Host: David Eiseman 

 

The United States and the Saudi-Iran Rivalry Tuesday, May 22, 1:30 
 

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Islamic Republic of Iran have been engaged over the past four decades in an 
increasingly heated competition for influence in the Middle East.  This presentation looks at the current proxy wars in Syria 
and Yemen, as well as the consequences of the Iran nuclear agreement and the current U.S.-Saudi alliance.  What are the 
roots of the ongoing rivalry, and what are its repercussions for the United States and the region?  Jonathan Katz, OSU 
Professor of History, will review this current topic.   
Host: Jim Nusrala 
 

Adventures in Azerbaijan and Georgia Tuesday, May 29, 1:30 
 

ALL members John and Gail Wolcott will tell about their month-long journey in the Eastern European countries of 
Azerbaijan and Georgia, with pictures taken along the way. Traveling with the International Friendship Force organization, 
they lived with local families with limited English language ability and visited fascinating mosques,  monasteries, massive 
Soviet concrete constructions, prehistoric archeological sites, khanate palaces, and massacre memorials. 
Host: Rich Wittrup 
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 Rotation of Classes 
For longtime ALL members, the strands or class areas, e.g. Issues & Ideas, Humanities, Science, etc., are very familiar, but 
the class schedule is varied.  With close to 50 classes per term and 10 classes per strand, the time and dates for each class 
are scheduled months ahead of time.  To do this, the members of the Curriculum Committee divide up the standard time 
and day for each strand and then attempt to find speakers that can fit the schedule.  In order to accommodate the wide 
variance in the schedules and interests of ALL’s membership, the strand classes rotate each term.  This term the  
strand order is Issues & Ideas, World Cultures, Arts, Humanities, and then Science.  In the schedule for Fall 2018 the  
Science classes will move to Tuesday mornings, Issues & Ideas classes will move to Tuesday afternoon, and so on.  There 
are always modifications to this schedule as needed, but having this basic rotation known ahead of time makes it easier to 
schedule speakers.  So if you are mostly interested in Science and always have another commitment on Wednesday  
mornings, you will be able to attend the Science classes and keep your commitment, except for the term when the Science 
classes are on Wednesday mornings. 



 

 

Gray Cheetos, Green Ketchup, and Why OSU Needs New Uniforms Wednesday, April 4, 9:30 
 

Colors mean different things to different parts of our brains when the context changes.  Join Lecturer William Lidwell from 
the College of Architecture at the University of Houston in a Great Courses presentation as he delves into how color affects 
how we appear to others, our living environments and much more.  This is the first lecture of a series and will focus on 
basic color experimentation, as well as the multiple applications and meanings of black and white.  
Host: Susan Shumway 
  

Quilts Inspired by Books Wednesday, April 11, 9:30 
 

Quilter’s Eye Book Club’s creative members make “quilted book reports” inspired by the fiction and non-fiction books they 
read.  These unique quilts vary in size and technique, and collectively tell much about the featured book.   Founding 
members Karen Roberts of The Quilt Loft in Albany and Marilyn Hill will show and tell about some of the group’s favorite 
book quilts such as Water for Elephants, Can’t Wait to Get to Heaven, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, A Gathering of 
Finches, and Diamond Willow. 
Host: Susan Shumway 
 

Tour of Benton County Museum Collections with Curator Mark Tolonen  Wednesday, April 18, 9:30 
 

The Peter and Rosalie Johnson Collections Center at Benton County Historical Society in Philomath houses over 120,000 
artifacts in a state-of-the-art facility.  The temperature-controlled environment is especially important for preserving 
delicate materials such as quilts, wood, textiles and animal skins. Enjoy a guided tour of this facility with curator Mark 
Tolonen.  Tours are limited to 25 people at a time.  Tolonen has agreed to guide multiple tours in succession if more than 
25 people turn up.  Attendees must provide their own transportation to the Museum at 1101 Main Street, Philomath.  
Host: Bill Shumway 
 

The Dutch Colorist Wednesday, April 25, 9:30 
 

He was fluent in multiple languages and drew in charcoal and pencil, but only his moody mother 
thought he had talent. His austere father disapproved of such useless stuff.  He was made to leave 
school and sell mundane works of art at his uncle’s gallery.  His first love rejected him.  He tried 
being a missionary, but the church thought him “too devout.”  He went to France and began to 
paint, but everyone thought his art too coarse, too trivial, too…ordinary.  Today his paintings sell for 
tens of millions of dollars at Sotheby’s and Christie’s.  Helene-Carol Brown, author and lecturer on 

history and art history from Eugene, returns to ALL to talk about the life, art, joys and sorrows of Vincent Van Gogh.  
Host: Susan Shumway 
 

Warrior Women and the Songs that Celebrated Their Heroism Tuesday, May 8, 1:30 
 

Bold women have long fought beside male soldiers, but often had to hide their identities through crossdressing or other 
forms of disguise.  Dianne Dugaw, UO Professor of English and a specialist in Early Modern British Literature and  
Anglo-American folklore and song, will tell us about some of these historic women through illustrations and (yes!) some of 
the original music.  She is the author of Warrior Women and Popular Balladry, 1650–1850 and editor of Memoirs of 
Scandalous Women.  Here is a great opportunity to learn about this little-known aspect of history. 
Host: Karen Crane 
 

Humor in the Art of Advertising Wednesday, May 9, 9:30 
 

Humor in advertising can be an effective tool to engage, entertain, and convince someone to buy a product. ALL member  
Jim Hall will share some insights on this art using material from a Distinguished Alumus Lecture at Rochester University 
given by his good friend, Joe Mack.  Mack was the CEO of a major New York advertising agency in the 1990s.  
Host: Bill Shumway 
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3. ARTS SPRING 2018 
Wednesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined. 
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SPRING 2018 Continued   ARTS 
 Wednesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined 

A Freelance Oboist’s Life among Hollywood Movies and SoCal Symphonies Wednesday, May 16, 9:30 
 

Here’s a treat for ALL’s newer members!  Lara Wickes, daughter of ALL volunteer Bill Wickes, works as a 
freelance oboist in the LA area and has recorded for some of Hollywood’s biggest blockbuster movies, such 
as Avatar, The Amazing Spiderman and, more recently, Coco, and Star Wars 7 and 8.  She also is principal 
oboe in three symphony orchestras.  She presented a fascinating 2013 ALL class, which we are now offering 
as a video encore of her original presentation.  Bill Wickes will update us on his daughter’s wonderful career.  

Whether you saw her original presentation or are a newer ALL member, you will enjoy this video!  
Host: Karen Crane 
 

Your Brain on Music 2—Back by Popular Demand! Wednesday, May 30, 9:30 
 

We received so many positive comments after the first set of videos on Music and the Brain from The 
Great Courses that we are now presenting three more lectures from the series.  Aniruddh Patel, Tufts 
University Professor of Psychology, is the lecturer in these three videos about 1) how musical training 
has been found to augment cognitive abilities, 2) how we develop musical understanding (starting 
prenatally), and 3) the neurological effects of making music, including therapeutic effects.  Patel 
presents research in these areas in a clear and thoroughly enjoyable way. 
Host: Karen Crane 

BUFFET DINNER MENU 
STANDARD OPTION 
Salad: Crisp Romaine Caesar salad  
Main Course: Poached salmon in white wine sauce  

 or  
Pork tenderloin with caramelized apples and onions  

Sides:  Bread basket, buttered green beans, and roasted red 
potatoes with rosemary and garlic   

Dessert:  Chocolate mousse 
    

OR 
VEGETARIAN/GLUTEN-FREE OPTION 
Main Course: Gluten-free penne pasta with roasted  

seasonal veggies [Parmesan cheese on side]  
Side:  Green beans  
Dessert:  Lemon sorbet (dairy-free dessert option)  
 
Beverages:  Complimentary punch, iced tea, ice water,  

regular and decaf coffee, cocoa, and spiced cider 
No-host Bar:  Wine and beer 

ALL Celebration Dinner  Monday, June 11, 5:00-7:30 $ 
 

ALL’s Celebration Dinner will be held at the Clubhouse at Adair.  PLEASE MAKE NOTE 
OF THE VENUE!!!  The evening’s activities will start with a no-host bar with wine,  beer 
and hard cider available for purchase starting at 5:00 p.m.  Dinner will follow at 6:00 
p.m. with a report on ALL’s past year and plans for the future.   An advance charge to 
members and guests is $14 each, with the remaining cost as a benefit of your  
membership.  See the menu below for details.  Non-alcoholic beverages are included in 
the cost of the dinner.   In order to assure an accurate headcount for dinner, please 
SUBMIT $14 PAYMENT WITH CLASS RESERVATION or submit separately by June 1st at 
the latest.  You can make your payment and menu selection online through our website or by mailing in the Class  
Registration form (Insert 1) with your payment.   
Directions from Corvallis: 

 Head north on Highway 99W about 5.5 miles to Adair Village. 

 Turn right on NE Arnold Avenue. 

 Continue less than a half-mile on Arnold Avenue and turn right on Ebony Lane and then immediately into  
the parking area in front of the Clubhouse at Adair. 

 ALL Celebration Dinner  



 

 

4. HUMANITIES  SPRING 2018 
Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined. 

 

Challenges Facing Muslim Women Thursday, April 5, 9:30 
 

Amarah Khan, OSU Associate Director of Global Diversity, addresses the unusual and every-day 
challenges that face women, particularly those of the Muslim faith, in Corvallis and on the Oregon State 
University campus. 
Host: Roger Blaine 
 

Discussing Our  “Republican” Identity Thursday, April 12, 9:30 
 

OSU Historian Emeritus Professor Cliff Trow will lead a class discussion on the national struggle to determine the 
“Republican” identity of the United States.  Would the U.S. become a classical Republic described by Jefferson as one in 
which the views of the virtuous farmer/planter prevail or the more cosmopolitanism Republic supported by Hamilton 
which favored putting manufacturing and banking in the driver’s seat of a more commercial “Republican” nation?    
Host: Cliff Trow  
 

Building Community by Discussing Building Names Thursday, April 19, 9:30 
 

Questions regarding the legacies of several building names on Oregon State’s Corvallis campus have circulated for many 
years. In Fall 2017, the university engaged in a 
comprehensive, community-oriented process to examine 
these names—and in turn, parts of the university’s history—
to decide whether new names should be selected.  Charlene 
Alexander, OSU Vice President and Chief Diversity Officer, 
and Scott Vignos, Director of Strategic Initiatives from the 
Office of Institutional Diversity at OSU, will describe the 
building-name evaluation process and the lessons learned. 

Host: Brooke Collison 
 

Apache Culture and Religion Thursday, April 26, 9:30 
 

Apache Donna Vail shares some of her First Nations culture 
and religion taken from experience and described in her 
book Bear Walks With Me.  Her focus will be on family 
relations including love, courtship and marriage, domestic 
arts, and initiations into adulthood. 
Host: Roger Blaine 

 

“I Thought They Knew My Wishes!” Or Why an Advance Directive Is So Important   Thursday, May 3, 9:30  
 

Dr. David Cutsforth, a retired family physician, and four co-presenters, will Illustrate the increasing importance of an 
Advance Directive during this age of intensive care units and modern medicine’s ability to artificially delay a natural death. 
Studies have shown that approximately 80 percent of Americans would prefer to die at home, if possible.  Despite this, 60 
percent of Americans die in acute care hospitals, 20 percent in nursing homes, and only 20 percent at home.  The 
presenters will use a combination of lecturing, PowerPoint slides and several roleplays of end-of-life scenarios to bring 
clear focus to the utility of Oregon’s standard Advance Directive form.  In addition, the Oregon Physician Orders for Life-
Sustaining Treatment (POLST) Program document and several other “riders” that can amplify and codify one’s end-of-life 
care wishes will be discussed. 
Host: Meg Scanlan 
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SPRING 2018 Continued   HUMANITIES 
 Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined 
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The Multigenerational Workplace:  Conflict and Opportunities  Thursday, May 10, 9:30 
 

Do you find it challenging to communicate with the younger generation, overcoming the 
language of tweets, smart phones and other forms of social media?  Is the Millennial generation 
more self-absorbed and less focused on work than previous generations?  Four to five 
generations of Americans now work side by side.  The result: differences in perceptions of the 
value or work, work styles, leadership styles, and communication preferences, accompanied by 
increasing conflict, misunderstandings and age discrimination.  Robynn Pease has over 20 years 

of related experience in the field of work-life.  She currently serves as an ombud in the OSU University Ombuds Office, 
where she interacts with faculty and staff who have workplace issues.  Prior to joining the University Ombuds Office, 
Robynn served as the director of the Academic Affairs Office of Work-life and the Greater Oregon Higher Education 
Recruitment Consortium.  She will provide insights into each generation’s unique workplace perspective and the social, 
cultural and economic trends that have shaped intergenerational conflict and cooperation. 
Host: Dick Weinman 
 

What Do The Greek Tragedies Have To Do With Us Thursday, May 17, 9:30 
 

Robert Frank, OSU Professor Emeritus of English, will talk about tragedy (some of its different meanings) via Greek plays 
(tragedies), focusing on Oedipus Rex, Agamemnon, and Antigone.  In these plays characters are faced with conflicting 
choices, for example, state or family, religion or laws of state.  In short, they face choices between competing “goods,” 
leading to tragedy.   Oedipus Rex explores more broadly what it means to be a human being, remember the riddle posed 
to Oedipus…”what is it that in the morning crawls, in the afternoon walks on two legs, and in the evening on three?”  
Modern man can learn a great deal from these tragedies, including humility and the realization that not all of life’s 
significant choices are between “good” and “evil,” but can be between conflicting “goods.” 
Host: Meg Scanlan 
 

From Inspiration to Publication: The Writer's Process Thursday, May 24, 9:30 
 

Want to write a book?  Four persons—authors, editors, teachers, and a publisher—will talk about writing from 
initial inspirational thought to the writing process, editorial interaction, and publisher’s relationship and 
function.  Expert panelists are Keith Scribner, novelist and OSU Professor; Gail Wells, author and editor; Lill 
Ahrens, author, editor, teacher; and Micki Reaman, editing and production manager at OSU Press.  
Host: Brooke Collison 
 

Slavery and Lincoln Thursday, May 31, 9:30 
 

OSU Historian Emeritus Professor Cliff Trow will lead a class discussion of two DVDs describing the arguments for slavery 
as believed by most Southern slave owners before the Civil War and those of Abraham Lincoln as he opposed 
Abolitionism, but stood solidly in support of no further expansion of slavery into the territories of the United States.     
Host: Cliff Trow  
 

Reducing Homelessness: One Veteran at a Time  Thursday, June 7, 9:30 
 

Josh Groesz, Corvallis native and Executive Director of the Salvation Army’s Veterans and Family 
Center in Beaverton, Oregon, will tell his own “soldier’s tale” of service in Iraq and address the 
self-destructive nature of some veterans.  Groesz will describe the Center’s programs and how 
they are working with the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs to reduce homelessness, one 
veteran at a time.  
Host: Cliff Trow  
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OSU Fermentation Science Program Thursday, April 5, 1:30 
 

What do beer, wine, cheese and sauerkraut have in common?  They are all produced by 
fermentation of agricultural products, and they are being studied at OSU.   Tom 
Shellhammer, OSU Professor of Food Science and Technology, will discuss the growth over 
the past 20 years of fermentation science as a significant emphasis within the Department of 
Food Science and Technology.  He’ll highlight the teaching and research being performed on 
beer, wine, distilled spirits, dairy products, and other fermented foods.   He will also discuss 
the plans for a new fermentation science research center at OSU.  
Host: Len Maki 

 

Oregon Space Grant Consortium  Thursday, April 12, 1:30 
 

Oregon State University is designated as a space grant university.  As such, the university is involved in a wide range of 
scientific research associated with the U.S. space program.  Jack Higginbotham is the Director of Space Programs in the 
OSU College of Science.   He will discuss some of the research programs related to space.  Of particular interest is a study 
of zebrafish to help understand the cause of early onset of cataracts observed in astronauts.  
Host: Len Maki 
 

The Garden of Eden Revisited:  Snakes, Sex and Scents Thursday, April 19, 1:30 
 

Where in the world would you go to see the largest gathering of snakes on the planet?  
Surprisingly, the annual spring emergence of garter snakes in Manitoba, Canada features 75,000 
squirming reptiles all trying to mate in a den site as big as a living room.  Bob Mason, OSU 
Professor of Integrative Biology, will discuss his 30 years of research on reproductive biology and 
pheromone communication that have taken him to remote corners of the globe.  His research has 
been featured in National Geographic, BBC’s Life on Earth, Discovery Channel, and even in 
television series (The Sopranos) and movies (Snakes on a Plane!).  
Host: John Morris 
 

Marine Algae—A Rich and Diverse Source of Valuable Commodities Thursday, April 26, 1:30 
 

When you think of algae, pond scum and that green ring around your aquarium often come to 
mind.  But algae are fascinating and diverse organisms that come in a rainbow of colors and 
make a host of valuable commodities ranging from sustainable fuels to future drug candidates.    
Greg Rorrer, OSU Professor of Chemical Engineering, will reveal the amazing biosynthetic 
potential of algae, drawn from nearly 20 years of his research in this area.   
Host: George Constantine 

 

Star Wars and Culture Thursday, May 3, 1:30 
 

Since 1977, Star Wars has excited Americans with a its sense of lightness and exuberance, while 
remaining serious enough to influence culture, society, and politics around the world.  
Generations of people have been spiritually, intellectually, morally, and ethically influenced by 
the myth building of Star Wars.  Randall Milstein, Astronomer-in-Residence with the Oregon 
NASA Space Grant Consortium, will reflect on the Star Wars saga, and how it continues to 
influence our current cultural attitudes. 
Host: Bill Wickes 
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Exquisite Precision: The Detection of Gravitational Waves Thursday, May 10, 1:30 
 

The 2017 Nobel Prize in Physics was awarded for the most exquisitely sensitive measurement 
humans have ever made: the detection of gravitational waves from cataclysmic events in space.  
David Craig,  
OSU Instructor of Physics, explores the modern understanding of gravity as the shape of space 
and time, gravitational waves, the LIGO instrument that was built to detect them, and the first 
detection of these waves from the merger of two black holes. 

Host: Bill Wickes 
 

The Violent Universe and the Dawn of Multi-Messenger Astrophysics Thursday, May 17, 1:30 
 

Davide Lazzati, OSU Associate Professor of Physics, will describe the most violent events in the universe and the 
techniques that astronomers use to understand them.  He will discuss the importance of using all signals that we receive 
from the cosmos—light, neutrinos, and now gravitational waves—to best understand the nature of astrophysical objects. 
The case of the recent detection of a binary neutron star merger will be used as an example. 
Host: Bill Wickes 
 

A New Focus on Marine Studies at OSU Thursday, May 31, 1:30 
 

OSU has launched the Marine Studies Initiative (MSI) to create a healthy future for our ocean and planet, 
using transdisciplinary research and teaching, emphasizing collaboration, experiential learning, engagement 
with society and problem solving. The MSI will include a new university-wide undergraduate program in 
Marine Studies, drawing on teaching and research expertise from many different Colleges within the 
University.  Jack Barth, Executive Director of the Marine Studies Initiative and OSU Professor of 
Oceanography, will describe this exciting new initiative and the many new opportunities it will provide. 
Host: Len Maki 
 

Why Bats Are So Important to Our World Thursday, June 7, 1:30 
 

Bats have long been feared.  But an understanding of their amazing nature and 
benefits to society will help children, as well as adults, conquer their fears.  Jill 
Jackson and Genifer Lara, the Bat Ladies, will introduce you to the only true flying 
mammals and why there is little to fear from these tiny creatures.  Jackson and 
Lara are bat “rescuers” now and try to help people calm their fears when they find 
a bat.  They will also focus on dispelling the negative bat “myths” and celebrate 
the amazing diversity of bats.  There will also be displays of bats (in shadow boxes) 
and other material to review.  They are associated with the Bat World Sanctuary, a 
non-profit conservation organization based in North Texas, and will have their 
literature available.   
Host: Bill Peterschmidt 
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Before sending in or submitting your registration form, take a moment and either make a copy of it or use 
this page to note which classes you selected.  You will then have a record of your expressed intentions.   
Exceptional dates and times are in Bold print.  If a                  symbol is shown, the class/event is not at the 
First Congregational Church.  Please plan transportation accordingly.  Registration can be done online on 
the ALL website [www.academyforlifelonglearning.org] or by mail.   

Wednesday, May 9, 9:30-11:30: Humor in the Art of 
 Advertising 

Wednesday, May 16, 9:30-11:30: Freelance Oboist’s Life  

Wednesday, May 30, 9:30-11:30: Your Brain on Music 2 

4. Humanities  

Thursday, April 5, 9:30-11:30: Challenges Facing Muslim Women 

Thursday, April 12, 9:30-11:30: Discussing Our  “Republican” 
 Identity 

Thursday, April 19, 9:30-11:30: Building Community by Discussing 
 Building Names 

Thursday, April 26, 9:30-11:30: Apache Culture and Religion 

Thursday, May 3, 9:30-11:30: “I Thought They Knew My Wishes!”  

Thursday, May 10, 9:30-11:30: Multigenerational Workplace 

Thursday, May 17, 9:30-11:30: What Do The Greek Tragedies 
 Have To Do With Us 

Thursday, May 31, 9:30-11:30: Slavery and Lincoln 

Thursday, June 7, 9:30-11:30: Reducing Homelessness: One Veteran 
 at a Time 

Thursday, May 24, 9:30-11:30:  From Inspiration to Publication: The 
 Writer's Process 

Science

Thursday, April 26, 1:30-3:30: Marine Algae 

Thursday, April 5, 1:30-3:30: OSU Fermentation Science Program 

Thursday, May 31, 1:30-3:30: New Focus on Marine Studies at OSU 

Thursday, May 3, 1:30-3:30: Star Wars and Culture 

Thursday, April 12, 1:30-3:30: Oregon Space Grant Consortium 

Thursday,  April 19, 1:30-3:30: The Garden of Eden Revisited 

Thursday, May 17, 1:30-3:30: Violent Universe and the Dawn of  
 Multi-Messenger Astrophysics 

Thursday, May 10, 1:30-3:30: Exquisite Precision: Gravitational Waves 

Thursday, June 7, 1:30-3:30: Why Bats Are So Important  

1. Issues & Ideas 

Tuesday, April 3, 9:30-11:30: Hurricane Disaster Relief 

Monday, April 9, 1:30-3:30: Does Karma Exist? 

Tuesday, April 17, 9:30-11:30: Future of Corvallis Schools 

Tuesday, April 24, 9:30-11:30: Journalism and “Fake News” 

Tues., May 8, 9:30-11:30: Corvallis Senior Cohousing  

Tues., May 15, 9:30-11:30: Facing Global Crises? 

Tuesday, April 10, 9:30-11:30 OSU Women’s Basketball and 
 Volleyball: What’s the Big Deal 

Wed., May 2, 9:30-4:30: OSU Turns 150:  ALL / OSURA 
 Field Trip to Portland $ 

Tues., May 22, 9:30-11:30: Resilient Communities … 

Tues., June 5, 9:30-11:30: The Corporate Attack on 
 American Workers 

3. Arts 

Tues., May 8, 1:30-3:30: Warrior Women & Songs  

Wednesday, April 11, 9:30-11:30: Quilts Inspired by Books 

Wed., April 4, 9:30-11:30: Gray Cheetos, Green Ketchup, & 
 Why OSU Needs New Uniforms 

Wed., April 18, 9:30-11:30: Benton County Museum Tour 

Wednesday, April 25, 9:30-11:30: The Dutch Colorist Events 

Monday, June 11, 5:00-7:30: Celebration Dinner $ 

2. A Medley of Global Topics  

Friday, May 4, 1:30-3:30: Myanmar History and Religion  

Tuesday, May 29, 1:30-3:30: Adventures in Azerbaijan and 
 Georgia 

Tuesday, May 22, 1:30-3:30: U.S. and Saudi-Iran Rivalry 

Tuesday, May 15, 1:30-3:30: Climate Change & Brazil 

Tuesday, April 3, 1:30-3:30:  Bicycling … Kyoto to Tokyo 

Fri., April 6, 9:30-11:30: Industrial Revolution in Britain 

Tuesday, April 24, 1:30-3:30: Weight of Obesity:  
 …in Postwar Guatemala 

Wed., May 9, 1:30-3:30: Sydenham …British Medicine 

Tuesday, April 17, 1:30-3:30: Turkey Revisited 

Tuesday, April 10, 1:30-3:30: North Korean Nuclear Crisis 



 

 

NO MORNING CLASS 

NO MORNING CLASS 

NO AFTERNOON CLASS 

NO AFTERNOON CLASS 

NO MORNING CLASS 

MON.  June 11 

5:00 PM  Celebration 
Dinner $ 

NO AFTERNOON CLASS 

NO MORNING CLASS 

April 3 
9:30-11:30 Hurricane Disaster 

Relief 
1:30-3:30 Bicycling … Kyoto to 

Tokyo 

April 4 
9:30-11:30 Gray Cheetos…Why 

OSU Needs New Uniforms 

April 5 
9:30-11:30 Challenges Facing 

Muslim Women 
1:30-3:30 OSU Fermentation 

Science Program 

 

April 10 
9:30-11:30 OSU Women’s  

Basketball and Volleyball 
1:30-3:30 North Korean Nuclear 

Crisis 

April 11 
9:30-11:30 Quilts Inspired by 

Books 

April 12 
9:30-11:30 Discussing Our  

“Republican” Identity 
1:30-3:30 Oregon Space Grant 

Consortium 

 

April 17 
9:30-11:30 Future of Corvallis 

Schools 
1:30-3:30 Turkey Revisited 

April 18 
9:30-11:30 Benton County  

Museum Tour 
 

April 19 
9:30-11:30 Building Community 

by Discussing Building Names 
1:30-3:30 The Garden of Eden 

Revisited 

 

April 24 
9:30-11:30 Journalism and “Fake 

News” 
1:30-3:30 Weight of Obesity:  
 …in Postwar Guatemala 

April 25 
9:30-11:30 The Dutch Colorist 

April 26 
9:30-11:30 Apache Culture and 

Religion 
1:30-3:30 Marine Algae 

 

May 1 
 

May 2 
9:45-4:45 OSU Turns 150:  ALL / 

OSURA Field Trip to Portland 
$ [MAX 48] 

May 3 
9:30-11:30 “I Thought They 

Knew My Wishes!”  
1:30-3:30 Star Wars and Culture 

FRIDAY May 4 
1:30-3:30 Myanmar History 

and Religion  

May 8 
9:30-11:30 Corvallis Senior  

Cohousing  
1:30-3:30 Warrior Women & 

Songs  

May 9 
9:30-11:30 Humor in the Art of 

Advertising 
1:30-3:30 Sydenham …British 

Medicine  

May 10 
9:30-11:30 Multigenerational 

Workplace 
1:30-3:30 Exquisite Precision: 

Gravitational Waves 

 

May 15 
9:30-11:30 Facing Global Crises? 
 
1:30-3:30 Climate Change & 

Brazil 

May 16 
9:30-11:30 Freelance Oboist’s 

Life  
 

May 17 
9:30-11:30 What Do The Greek 

Tragedies Have To Do With Us  
1:30-3:30 Violent Universe …

Multi-Messenger Astrophysics 

 

May 22 
9:30-11:30 Resilient  

Communities  
1:30-3:30 U.S. and Saudi-Iran 

Rivalry 

May 23 
 

May 24 
9:30-11:30 From Inspiration to 

Publication:  Writer's Process 
 

 

May 29 
 
 
1:30-3:30 Adventures in  

Azerbaijan and Georgia 

May 30 
9:30-11:30 Your Brain on  

Music 2 
 

May 31 
9:30-11:30 Slavery and Lincoln 
 
1:30-3:30 New Focus on Marine 

Studies at OSU 

 

June 5 
9:30-11:30 The Corporate Attack 

on American Workers 
 
 

June 6 
 

June 7 
9:30-11:30 Reducing Homeless-

ness: One Veteran at a Time 
1:30-3:30: Why Bats Are So  

Important  

 

SPRING 2018 CALENDAR  Exceptional dates and times are in Bold print. 
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LOOK FOR  
Summer  

SCHEDULE OF 
CLASSES 

TUESDAY 
AM Issues & Ideas 
PM A Medley of Global Topics  

WEDNESDAY 
AM Arts 

THURSDAY 
AM Humanities 
PM Science 

Of Special Note 

FRIDAY April 6
 

9:30-11:30 

   In
dustria

l Revolution 

MONDAY April  
9 

1:30-3:30 

Karm
a? 
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