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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

WHAT IS ALL ? 
The Academy for Lifelong Learning (ALL), a program of the Oregon State Alumni Association, was established in 2002. 

You do not need to be an OSU alumnus or a retiree to be a member of ALL.  ALL is a self-funded, peer-led 

membership organization.  ALL embraces learning as a lifelong process.  As such, membersðnow numbering more than 

350ðsupport the Academyôs objectives through their participation as students, as presenters, and generally in the 

successful operation of the program. In addition to the ALL Advisory Council, the administrative body, and the ALL 

Curriculum and Facilities Committees, there are several other committees essential to the total effort. Your involvement in 

ALL beyond being a student is welcomed and encouraged.  Please contact any member of the Advisory Council, 

Curriculum, or Facilities Committee for additional information.  Get ALL involved!  Periodic socials (coffee/tea) are held 

throughout the term in the Fireside Room before or after classes for people to visit and share ideas. There will be advance 

announcements of dates and times.  

HOW DO I JOIN?  
Membership in ALL is $100 per year.  While you do not have to be affiliated with OSU in any way, we encourage you to 

join the Oregon State Alumni Association (OSUAA).  There is a five-percent discount in the ALL membership fee for 

those who are members of OSUAA.  There are some excellent benefits for being a member as well; please check 

www.osualum.com under the benefits section for a full listing.  You may attend as few or as many classes as you wish for 

a full year beginning with the term in which you join. (Additional fees are charged for a few classes to cover books, travel, 

class materials, meals, etc.)  If you attended just two out of every three classes offered, each class would cost less than  

$1 to attendðWhat A Deal!! 

 HOW DO I CONTACT ALL?  
Address: Academy for Lifelong Learning 

 OSU Alumni Association  

 204 CH2M Hill Alumni Center  

 Corvallis, Oregon 97331-6303  

Phone: 541-737-9405 and leave a message.  We will 

try to return your call within 24 hours.  

E-mail: admin@all-osuaa.org  

Web:   www.ALL -osuaa.org  

 (includes the current class  

descriptions and Registration Form)  

HOW DO I PAY?  
You may pay either by personal check or with a credit card.  Just enter the appropriate information in the specified area on 

the Registration Form (INSERT 1). Your personal information will be handled with care and without risk of identity theft 

or misuse of credit card information.   

 

Please register as soon as possible, preferably before March 15th.  Having the anticipated class attendance helps with 

class planning.  Join or register today! 

WHERE ARE THE CLASSES HELD?  
Most ALL classes meet in the Meeting Room of the First  

Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, 4515 SW West 

Hills Rd.  From east, go about .1 mile west of 35th St. &  

Western, take a slight right off of Western onto West Hills, go .4 

miles; the Church is located on right.  From west on Philomath 

Blvd., turn left onto 53rd St., go .4 miles north, take right on West 

Hills, go ½ mile; the Church is located on left.  The Church has  

ample parking behind the building.  Headsets for enhanced hearing 

during the classes are available.  Class attendees are asked to turn 

off (or set to vibrate only) all cell phones and pagers during classes. 
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WHAT IS THE CLASS CANCELLATION 
POLICY?  

If weather is questionable, members must evaluate their 

personal risk in attending classes.  It should be noted that in icy 

conditions, the better approach to the Church is from 53rd St.  

Classes will usually be held unless the presenter chooses to 

cancel.  If a class must be canceled, ALL will inform members 

as soon as possible by sending an e-mail notice of cancellation 

and by placing a cancellation notice on the ALL telephone 

message.  When in doubt, check your email or phone  

541-737-9405. 
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even controversial.  ALL and OSUAA do not endorse positions presented by speakers in ALL classes.  We are honored 

to be able to provide this opportunity for education and civil discourse and welcome all points of view. 
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1. ARTS SPRING  2014 
Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined.  

From Blank Page to Publication: One Writerôs Story  Tuesday, April 1, 9:30 
 

Susan Jackson Rodgers, author of two short story collections, will talk 

about the stages of her creative process, tracing the development of a story 

from the initial glimmer of an idea to the difficulties and rewards of 

persevering toward a ñfinalò draft.  She will read a sample of her work, 

discuss her approach to helping students discover and develop an authentic 

writing voice, and offer tips on cultivating creativity in our daily lives.  

Rodgers has been an Associate Professor of English at OSU since 2008. At 

her previous institution at Kansas State University, she won the Presidential Award for Excellence in Undergraduate 

Teaching. She is a past recipient of two Kansas Arts Commission Artist Fellowships and in 2002 won the Lorian 

Hemingway Short Story Competition. 

Host: Nancy Groesz 
 

The Balkans: The More Events Change, the More They Remain the Same  Tuesday, April 8, 9:30 
 

The dates that define and redefine the Balkans are 1389, 1914, 1919, 1989, and 1991. Robert Kaplan authored Balkan 

Ghosts just as Central and Eastern Europe underwent enormous change. While this book offers political and historical 

insights about the Balkans, his self-described 1980s journey book is built upon three earlier travel books: Rebecca Westôs 

Black Lamb and Gray Falcon, C.L. Sulzbergerôs A Long Row of Candles, and John Reedôs War in Eastern Europe. Art 

Bervin, retired LBCC Associate Professor of English and Humanities will be presenting a captivating review of Kaplanôs 

book and explain why the above dates and the region itself matter to us.   

Host: Nancy Groesz 
 

Shakespeareôs Globe in Corvallis Tuesday, April 15, 9:30 
 

There was little scenery at the Globe Theater in Elizabethan London: no battlefield at Agincourt.  Just actors 

speaking words; a kind of ñreading,ò similar to The Readerôs Theater Company at the Majestic Theatre, 

which relies on language, actorsô voices and facial expressions.   The Readerôs Theater, which began this fall, 

was conceived and organized by Mike Aronson, as a way to bring to Corvallis new and innovative plays by 

contemporary dramatists.  This unique form of theater production returns theater to its Shakespeareôs Globe 

roots, where the audience went to hear plays, and saw the story in its imagination. Actors from recent 

Readerôs Theater productions will perform, as Aronson explains this theatrical form and his vision.  

Host: Dick Weinman 
 

Sourdough: History, Art, and Science Leavened with Practical Advice  Tuesday, April 22, 9:30 
 

When we make bread we use practices that have been conducted for a millennium. Bread is 

embedded in traditions, ancient and new religions, and language. Through the humble, tactile 

bread loaf making process, Andrew Ross, OSU Associate Professor of Crop and Soil Science, 

head of the OSU Cereal Quality Lab, and a modestly skilled baker himself, will broadly 

encompass historical roots, art and science.  Practical guidance will be offered about sourdough 

care for the home baker.           

Host: Nancy Groesz 
 

Life as Art: An Exploration of Movement, Meaning, and Mindfulness Tuesday, April 29, 9:30 
 

Leela Devi will guide this class in Nia movements as a way to explore the art of invigorating your body and mind. 

Participation can be as gentle or energetic as you wish. The Nia Technique adapts well to all ages and genders. Devi is a 

certified health and wellness coach, a Black Belt level certified Nia instructor, and teaches regularly at Timberhill Athletic 

Club and the Chintimini Senior Center.  Please wear comfortable clothing, and look forward to experiencing a sensual feast 

of gentle movement, music, and imagery.  

Host: Jim Noel 
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Theme classes are designated with the icon. 



 

 

 

Field Trip to the Portland Art Museum  Wednesday, May 7, 9:00 AM-5:00 PM 
 

Field trip to Portland Art Museum to explore the exhibition: Venice: The Golden Age of Art and Music.  This spectacular 

exhibition explores the important interrelationships of the visual arts and music in Veniceôs civic ceremonies, festivals, and 

culture.   We will take a bus from the church parking lot, leaving at 9:00 and arriving home by 5:00.   Lunch will be on 

your own.  Class is limited to 45, with a minimum of 40.  Cost: $45 per person. [Sign up and pay by April 23rd] If 

minimum number (40) is not reached, the field trip will be cancelled. 
Hosts: Susan Smyth and Dorothy Louis 
 

Love in a Dangerous World Tuesday, May 13, 9:30 
 

On May 25th, the Majestic Readerôs Theatre Company will present Time Stands Still, by Donald Margulies.  Written in 

2010, the play focuses on Sarah and James, a photojournalist and a foreign correspondent, trying to find happiness in a 

world that seems to have gone crazy.  Theirs is a partnership based on telling the toughest stories and, together, making a 

difference.  When their own story takes a sudden turn, the couple confronts the prospect of a more conventional life.  

Robert Leff, director, will share insights on Margulies (a new voice in American theatre), the play, and how wars are 

covered by journalists. 

Host: Dorothy Louis 
 

Head Over Heels in Love with Photography Tuesday, May 20, 9:30 
 

Photographs preserve an infinitesimal segment of the space-time continuum.  They 

become immortal.  Ricardo Small, wildlife biologist by education, retired real estate 

appraiser by profession, now focuses on photography, an avocation since age 10.  He 

captured first prize in the 2012 Greenbelt Land Trustôs photo contest.  Smallôs emphasis 

is on outdoor subjects (which weôll view): hiking/kayaking in Oregon, the panoramic 

Grand Canyon, plus Arizonaôs Cascabel Festival, in addition to other picturesque locales 

he has published on line.  Lastly, this passionate photographer will be offering 

suggestions about post processing software including Photoshop, Lightroom, and Topaz, 

with before and after comparisons of unedited versus edited images.  

Host: Nancy Groesz 
 

TVôs ñGolden Ageò: Being There Tuesday, May 27, 9:30 
 

What was it like to appear on TV in the early years when TV was live?  Anything could happenðand 

often did.  Maggie Jackson was part of those exciting pioneering days.  From TV to summer stock 

(rehearse one play all day, perform another at night), to a stint on Broadway, to touring with William 

Shatner and Leslie Nielsen, to acting in, producing, and directing more than 80 shows, Jackson will 

share the highlights of her long and varied career.  She trained at New Yorkôs famed Neighborhood 

Playhouse under the tutelage of ñmethodò-acting guru, Sanford Meisner.  Her past professional 

memberships include Actorsô Equity Association, Screen Actors Guild, and the Society of Stage 

Directors and Choreographers. 

Host: Dick Weinman 
 

A.R. Gurneyôs Love Letters Brought to Life  Tuesday, June 3, 9:30 
 

An entire Readerôs Theatre play, Love Letters, will be given by readers Wolf Krebs 

and Leslie Glassmire.  This very popular play is about two characters, Andrew and 

Melissa, childhood friends who share a lifelong correspondence with each other as 

their lives take very different turns.  Love Letters was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize 

and has been presented in locations all over the world.  

Host: Dorothy Louis 

Spring 2014 Continued   ARTS 
 Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined 
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2. HUMANITIES  SPRING  2014 
Tuesdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless date & time underlined. 

Theme classes are designated with the icon. 

 

Lincolnôs Late War Speeches Tuesday, April 1, 1:30 
 

From Gettysburg to Appomattox, President Lincoln gave memorable speeches.  These speeches assessed the 

causes of the Civil War and the policies needed to bring a lasting peace that would allow whites and newly 

freed blacks to live together in a new and more equal relationship.  OSU Professor Emeritus of History Cliff 

Trow will lead a discussion of two Teaching Company DVDôs about Lincolnôs speeches as the War concluded.   

Host: Cliff Trow 
 

Historic Old School at the Childrenôs Farm Home: Then and Now Tuesday, April 8, 1:30 
 

In 1922, the Womenôs Christian Temperance Union opened the Childrenôs Farm Home building cottages, a school, and 

operating a working farm for children in need.  The school opened in 1925 and closed in the 70s.  In 2012, the main floor 

of the renovated site re-opened for the community, housing a café, museum, gift shop and conference/meeting spaces. 

Cheri Galvin will show photos of early life and discuss the Old School, the renovation, and briefly touch on services of 

Trillium Family Services. 

Host: Bonnie Napier 
 

OPB and the New Media Landscape: Challenges and Opportunities Tuesday, April 15, 1:30 
 

Is there a place for radio in the new media landscape of the 21st century?  If yes, who will it fit?  Who will 

listen?  Where and how?  Join Lynne Clendenin, OPB V.P. of Programming, as she gazes into the mosaic of 

scenarios of New Age Media. 

Host: Dick Weinman 
 

Bending Toward Justice: Disability to Diversity Tuesday, April 22, 1:30 
 

ñTo support a person with disabilities in a fully inclusive diverse community.ò  Thatôs what the Benton County Disabilities 

Program strives to do.  Jasper Smith, Program Manager, and Rick Borsten, Community Living Coordinator, work 

supporting people with disabilities from birth to death.  Smith will give us the facts and history of helping persons live with 

their disabilities.  Boersten, a novelist, will present the emotional truth of these lives by reading from his novels. 

Host: Dick Weinman 
 

Students with Disabilities at OSUðWhatôs It All About? Tuesday, April 29, 1:30 
 

Martha Smith, OSU director of Disability Access Services (DAS), and staff from DAS will share with you the ways that 

DAS and OSU are working to make attending college and the OSU campus accessible to students with a variety of 

disabilities.  The 2010 census data indicate that 20 percent of the U.S. population experiences some kind of disability.  

Currently, DAS works with over 1,000 students to ensure access to classes and campus activities and services.  Come learn 

about the diversity of students they work with, the ways in which they find solutions to access barriers as well as getting 

some hands-on time with some of the technology used to assist students with their access needs. 

Host: Cathy Cooper 
 
 

Whatôs Up with the Youth Today?  Tuesday, May 6, 1:30 
 

Being a kid is not as straightforward as it used to be.  Technology, social media, learning to the 

test, and a tough global economy have shifted the pressures and priorities of todayôs youth.  Add 

poverty, complex family structures and home insecurity to the mix and that begins to paint the 

picture of the many issues youth face in our community.  Helen Higgins, CEO of the Boys & 

Girls Club of Corvallis, will share how the Club is working with youth to help them successfully 

navigate a clear path for their great future.  This interactive session will engage the audience to 

share perspectives and generate creative ideas to leverage the goodwill of our community to 

guide our next generation and prepare them to become positive contributors in our community.  

Host: Cathy Cooper 
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Spring 2014 Continued   Humanities  
 Tuesdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless date & time underlined 

 

Todayôs Students:  Different or Worse? Tuesday, May 13, 1:30 
 

Traffic is clogged.  Restaurants are full.  Coffee shops are jammed and noisy, students claiming tables for 

their laptops.  A texting cyclist, lost in her iPod, cuts in front of your car.  Whatôs with these students?  I 

wasnôt like that. Weôll see: Larry Roper, soon to retire as Vice Provost of Student Affairs, internationally 

sought after for his policies and innovations,  reveals his assessment of todayôs undergraduates: the sex and 

drinking, student government, community affairs, research, and varsity athleticsðthe heterogeneous mix 

that constitutes todayôs OSU and national undergraduate student community. 

Host: Dick Weinman 
 

Aging and Disability Resource Connection: Get Connected... Tuesday, May 20, 1:30 
 

Oregonôs Aging and Disability Resource Connection (ADRC) is one phone call or one click away.  When you are looking 

for information about services to address aging or disability needs, the ADRC can help you learn about public and privately 

paid options in your local community.  The ADRC has trained professional staff who will help you and your family with 

immediate needs or help you plan the future.  The ADRC of Oregon is a statewide resource for everyone regardless of 

income level.  The ADRC has launched an enhanced website with a searchable resource database.  Elaine Young, State 

Unit on Aging Manager, Department of Human Services, will demonstrate how to navigate the long-term services and 

supports system in Oregon.  

Host: Cathy Cooper 
 

Bird DogðA Young Army Pilotôs Tour in Vietnam 1969  Tuesday, May 27, 1:30 
 

Francis Alexander, an OSU engineering graduate, Class of ó77, enlisted in the U.S. Army after graduating from high school 

in 1966.  In 1969, he completed a tour of duty in Vietnam as an Army pilot in support of an elite Special Forces unit in the 

Mekong Delta. Thirty-five years later, he produced a unique documentary film about his tour, based entirely on 8mm film 

and still photos he took while in that country.  Alexander, an aspiring author, will show the film, which he calls Bird Dog 

and will read a heart-warming short story he wrote about a brief encounter with an old Vietnamese man.   

Host: Megha Shyam 
 

From Simmer to Boil, and Back Again: The Continuing Conflicts in the Middle East Tuesday, June 3, 1:30 
 

The Israeli-Palestinian problem, the Iranian nuclear deal, upheaval in Egypt, civil war in Syriaðthese 

issues seem to be thrust into the center of our attention and then recede for a while. David Bernell, 

OSU  Assistant Professor of Political Science, will speak about the ongoing conflicts in the Middle 

East, the efforts of the United States and other countries to address them, and why solutions continue to 

remain out of reach.  

Host: Cliff Trow 
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   2014 CLASS THEME : DISABILITIES , HIDDEN  & V ISIBLE 
Over the past few years, many ALL classes have explored topics within a common theme. Past themes have been  

communications, living on a crowded planet, and healthy living.  With the Winter Term 2014, ALL adopted the theme of 

Disabilities, Hidden and Visible: Living in a World of Individuals with Diverse Abilities.  Classes with a focus on  

disabilities may include aspects of physical, developmental, intellectual, sensory, mental, or emotional disabilities.  A  

person may have a disability from birth, or it may occur at any time during a personôs life.  Important to the discussion will 

be living well with disabilities, as well as recognizing a personôs abilities not their disabilities.  Classes that cover topics in 

this theme will be designated by the       icon. 

 

ALL welcomes feedback on the adoption of past and future themes.  Please give any suggestions for topics for this theme 

or future themes to a Curriculum Committee member or via email to: admin@all-osuaa.org.  Class suggestions or the 

names of possible presenters are welcome.  Having the name of a possible presenter is greatly appreciated.    



 

 

 

Life in Polar and Deep Seas Wednesday, April 2, 9:30 
 

Andrew Thurber, OSU postdoctoral fellow in Ocean Ecology and Biogeochemistry, will describe polar and deep-sea 

ecosystems that remain areas of mystery and the great unknown, and are driven by intense food limitation and cold 

temperatures.  This has led to unique interactions across disparate-size classes of life (from bacteria to meter-wide sponges) 

that provide the mechanisms for communities to persist in these challenging conditions.  While remote, these habitats 

provide important ecosystems services to humankind and are also impacted through our manipulation of the climate. 

Host: Ron Coffey 
 

Mushrooming in Corvallis Wednesday, April 9, 9:30 
 

Nancy S. Weber, OSU affiliate faculty of Forest Ecosystems and Society, will discuss her research on long-term fruiting 

patterns of mushrooms and selected edible and poisonous species in western Oregon.  Weberôs research has focused on 

observing the diversity and fruiting patterns of mushrooms in her yard and neighborhood since about 1994.  This project  

has opened her eyes and mind to the web of life in her study site.   

Host: Tom Savage 
 

The Smoking Gun Behind Marine Disease and Coral Decline      Wednesday, April 16, 9:30 
 

Traditional ecological and modern molecular methods are used to determine the causes and culprits of marine animal 

diseases.  Rebecca Vega-Thurber, OSU Assistant Professor of Microbiology, explores the effects of pollution, climate 

change, and overfishing on the bacteria and viruses associated with marine invertebrates and vertebrates from both the 

tropics and Oregon coastal areas. She has shown that nutrient pollution is a primary contributor to diseases of coral and that 

seawater temperature changes also influence the diseases of this important reef-building animal.  Interdisciplinary work 

like hers is important to protect natural resources here and worldwide.   

Host: Ron Coffey 
 

The Science and Technology of Food Wednesday, April 23, 9:30 
 

Learn about the science behind boiling an egg, searing a steak, baking a loaf of bread, and brewing beer.  

Karl Schilke, OSU Assistant Professor of Chemical, Biological, and Environmental Engineering, will talk 

about the important physical and chemical changes that occur in foods as they go from raw ingredients to 

finished products and how understanding these processes can make you a better cook.  Heôll also explore 

some historical and current technologies used by scientists and engineers to develop new foods and produce 

them on a commercial scale. 

Host: Anna Ellendman 
 

Genetic Engineering of Crops and Some Unintended Impacts Upon the Environment Wednesday, April 30, 9:30 
 

The unintended impacts, both positive and negative, of genetically engineered crops will be addressed in this class.  Carol 

Mallory-Smith, OSU Professor of Crop and Soil Science, will discuss topics such as the increase in herbicide resistant 

weeds in some of the crops, impacts on biodiversity, and outcomes of pollen movement.  The discussion will include a 

preview of the new traits that are being developed. 

Host: Tom Savage 
 

3D Printing:  The Technology, the Makersô Movement, and the Internet Tuesday, May 6, 9:30 
 

Stereolithography was invented in 1984, and many large outfits have been producing machines for 

decades.  It is only recently, however, that 3D printing has entered the collective consciousness.  

Will Dillon, OSU postdoctoral research associate of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric Sciences, will 

discuss the reasons that 3D printing is in the news today, the state of the art, the movement that 

fosters its development, and the communication medium that makes it all possible.  He will also 

give a brief demonstration of a hobby-grade 3D printer. 

Host: Bill Wickes 
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3. SCIENCE SPRING  2014 
Wednesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined. 

Theme classes are designated with the icon. 
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Spring 2014 Continued   SCIENCE 
 Wednesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined 

 

Midway Atoll ðAn Environmental Success Story  Wednesday, May 14, 9:30 
 

Many people know of the Midway Atoll as the location of a major air and sea battle during the 

Second World War.  Much has happened during the 72 years since then.  Trang Nguyen, a 

graduate student in the OSU Zoology Department, will describe the establishment of the Midway 

National Wildlife Refuge and the work being done to restore and preserve the historical and 

natural beauty of the atoll. 

Host: Len Maki 
 

The Internet Moneysphere:  Financial Transaction Systems and Security Wednesday, May 21, 9:30 
 

Either in person or remote, your transactions are initiated, verified, and authorized on the Internet.   Steve Brooks, Assistant 

VP of Network Services for OSU Federal Credit Union, describes technologies financial institutions use (Internet, mobile, 

and ATM) to ensure security.   He discusses ATMôs, sale transactions, card authorization, and clearing houses, and 

trending technologies such as person-to-person transfer and remote deposit capture.   Brooks concludes with discussion of 

fraudstersô methods and the best practices in protecting financial transactions. 

Host: Bill Wickes 
 

Microbial Fuel Cell Technology to Produce Electricity from Wastewater Wednesday, May 28, 9:30 
 

Treatment of organic-rich wastewater currently consumes a significant amount of electrical power produced in the United 

States.  Microbial fuel cell (MFC) technology is a potential clean technology capable of harvesting energy during a 

wastewater treatment process.   Hong Liu, OSU Associate Professor of Biological and Ecological Engineering, will 

describe the advances made in her lab at OSU towards the practical applications of MFC technology for wastewater 

treatment.   She will also discuss the partnership with Widmer Brewing of Portland to build and operate a pilot plant to 

demonstrate the technology. 

Host: Denis Jarvis 
 

Building Robots and Growing Students Wednesday, June 4, 9:30 
 

Crescent Valley High School students will demonstrate how, with teamwork, they build robots with the guidance 

of Jim Bowey, CV Robotics Coach.  More than 45 students are members of CV Robotics, a U.S. First (For 

Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) team.  Since their rookie year, when the team earned the 

Motorola Quality Award, the team has maintained a history of robot quality and craftsmanship.   They visit grade 

and middle schools to teach about the program.  They also invite community members to attend a practice 

scrimmage before the real competition.   

Host: Ron Coffey 

ANNUAL  M EETING  AND  SUMMER  SESSION  
ALL Annual Meeting and Celebration Dinner  Monday, June 9, 5:00-7:30  
 

ALLôs Annual Meeting and Celebration Dinner will be held at the CH2M Hill Alumni Center.  The eveningôs activities 

will start with a no-host bar serving wine and beer with musical entertainment.  Dinner will follow with a report of the 

yearôs activities and election of new members of the 2014-2015 Council.  In order to assure an accurate headcount for  

dinner, the advance nominal charge to members and guests is $10 each, with the remaining cost as a benefit of your  

membership.  This is a buffet-style dinner with both meat and vegetarian selections.  Non-alcoholic beverages are included 

in the cost of the dinner.  Parking is free in the lot south of Reser after 5:00PM.  SUBMIT $10 PAYMENT WITH 

CLASS RESERVATION.  Sign up and pay by May 30th. 
 

ALLôS SEVENTH SUMMER SESSION:  
 

ALL will again offer a set of classes this summer.  As in past years, these classes will be open to the public and free of 

charge.  These classes take advantage of the summer weather and accessible venues.  Details, including registration, will be 

available about the first of May.  Check the ALL website and weekly announcements (both email and before class) for de-

tails.  Forms will be available in the classroom. 



 

 

4. ISSUES & I DEAS  SPRING  2014 
Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined. 

 

Master Narratives & Global Climate Change: Review & Discussion Thursday, April 3, 9:30 
 

In the 2014 Winter Term, there were two classes on master narratives and global climate change.  David Bella, OSU 

Professor Emeritus of Civil Engineering, Court Smith, OSU Professor Emeritus of Anthropology, and Charles Vars, OSU 

Professor Emeritus of Economics, described both the current master narratives and reframed the current master narratives 

to include updated research and experiences.  This class, the third and final in this series, will provide an opportunity for 

participants to respond to the materials and thoughts offered in the first two classes.  Relevant research reports and 

information released after the first two classes will also be discussed.  While certainly helpful, the first two classes are not 

prerequisites for this class. 

Host: Bill Kemper 
 

Keeping Elections Fair and Honest, Here and Abroad Thursday, April 10, 9:30 
 

Retired Benton County Elections Administrator, Jill Van Buren, will share her experiences monitoring 

elections in Azerbaijan, Albania, Bosnia, and Mongolia.  She will address the issue of fraud in U.S. elections, 

mail-in-ballots, voter ID, and other current election issues. 

Host: John Wolcott 
 

Down the Yellow Brick Road to See the Wizard? Who Can Change State Revenues?   Thursday, April 17, 9:30 
 

Oregonôs love affair with roller-coaster budget cycles makes for a lively discussion.  Is it a matter of accommodating 

population growth?  Cutting agency budgets?  Reorganizing government?  Or the pure politics of getting elected or  

reelected?  Will Oregonians ever accept a fair and stable tax system?  Tony Van Vliet, OSU  Professor Emeritus of 

Forestry and Oregon State Legislator for 20 years, will help us untie the Gordian knots of producing more revenue. 

Host: Judy Ringle 
 

Oregonôs Fiscal Challenge Thursday, April 24, 9:30 
 

State and local governments in Oregon are struggling to meet the needs of their people and businesses in an economy that 

has settled into a pattern of slower growth and less revenue than that experienced in the last 50 years.  In this challenging 

fiscal environment, how can we build a new consensus around better ways to tax and spend for a more equitable and 

prosperous society?  Tim Nesbitt, past president of Oregon AFL-CIO, advisor to Governor Kitzhaber, and Oregonian 

Opinion Page columnist, will share his insights.  

Host: Bill Hohenboken 
 

Adaptation and Climate Ethics Beyond Injustice Thursday, May 1, 9:30 
 

A growing body of scientists proposes that we have entered a new geologic epoch called the 

Anthropocene, in recognition of the significant impact human beings are having on all major Earth 

systems.  Responding well to radical environmental change, including climate change, will require human 

adaptation, as well as the development of a new environmental ethic beyond the preservation of nature.  

Allen Thompson, OSU Associate Professor of Philosophy, posits that the future of environmental ethics 

will be about living well at the end of nature, about adapting ourselves and the rest of life to the world that 

we are morally responsible for. 

Host: Bill Kemper 
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