
 

 

cademy for 
ifelong   earning 

A Program of the Oregon State University Alumni Association  

Spring 2012  

Schedule Of 
Classes  

¶ HUMANITIES 

¶ SCIENCE 

¶ ISSUES & IDEAS 

¶ WORLD CULTURES: 

INDIA 

¶ ARTS 
CLASSES BEGIN A PRIL 3  

www.ALL -osuaa.org  

MEMBERSHIP OPEN TO EVERYONE  



 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

WHAT IS ALL ? 
The Academy for Lifelong Learning (ALL), a program of the Oregon State Alumni Association, was established in 2002. 

You do not need to be an OSU alumnus or a retiree to be a member of ALL.  ALL is a self-funded, peer-led 

membership organization.  ALL embraces learning as a lifelong process.  As such, membersðnow numbering more than 

300ðsupport the Academyôs objectives through their participation as students, as presenters, and generally in the 

successful operation of the program. In addition to the ALL Advisory Council, the administrative body, and the ALL 

Curriculum and Facilities Committees, there are several other committees essential to the total effort. Your involvement in 

ALL beyond being a student is welcomed and encouraged.  Please contact any member of the Advisory Council, 

Curriculum or Facilities Committee for additional information.  Get ALL involved!  Periodic socials (coffee/tea) are held 

throughout the term in the Fireside Room before or after classes for people to visit and share ideas. There will be advance 

announcements of dates and times. Class suggestions are welcome and encouraged.  

HOW DO I JOIN?  
Membership in ALL is $100 per year.  While you do not have to be affiliated with OSU in any way, we encourage you to 

join the Oregon State Alumni Association (OSUAA).  There is a five-percent discount in the ALL membership fee for 

those who are members of OSUAA.  There are some excellent benefits for being a member as well; please check 

www.osualum.com under the benefits section for a full listing.  You may attend as few or as many classes as you wish for 

a full year beginning the term in which you join. (Additional fees are charged for a few classes to cover books, travel, 

class materials, meals, etc.)  If you attended just two out of every three classes offered, each class would cost less than  

$1 to attendðWhat A Deal!! 

 HOW DO I CONTACT ALL?  
Address: Academy for Lifelong Learning 

 OSU Alumni Association  

 204 CH2M Hill Alumni Center  

 Corvallis, Oregon 97331-6303  

Phone: 541-737-9405 and leave a message.  We will 

try to return your call within 24 hours.  

E-mail: admin@all-osuaa.org  

Web:   www.ALL -osuaa.org  

 (includes the current class  

descriptions and Registration Form)  

HOW DO I PAY?  
You can pay either by personal check or with a credit card.  Just enter the appropriate information in the specified area on 

the Registration Form (INSERT 1). Your personal information will be handled with care and without risk of identity theft 

or misuse of credit card information.   

 

Please register as soon as possible, preferably before March 15th.  Classes with limited enrollments may fill quickly.  

Having the anticipated class attendance helps with class planning.  Join or register today! 

WHERE ARE THE CLASSES HELD?  
Most ALL classes meet in the Meeting Room of the First  

Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, 4515 SW West 

Hills Rd. From east, go about .1 mile west of 35th St. &  

Western, take a slight right off of Western onto West Hills, go .4 

miles; the Church is located on right.  From west on Philomath 

Blvd., turn left onto 53rd St., go .4 miles north, take right on West 

Hills, go .5 miles; the Church is located on left.  The Church has  

ample parking behind the building. Headsets for enhanced hearing 

during the classes are available.  Class attendees are asked to turn 

off (or set to vibrate only) all cell phones and pagers during classes. 
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WHAT IS THE CLASS CANCELLATION 
POLICY?  

If weather is questionable, members must evaluate their 

personal risk in attending classes.  It should be noted that in icy 

conditions, the better approach to the Church is from 53rd St.  

Classes will usually be held unless the presenter chooses to 

cancel.  If a class must be canceled, ALL will inform members 

as soon as possible by sending an e-mail notice of cancellation 

and by placing a cancellation message on the ALL telephone 

message.  When in doubt, check your email or phone  

541-737-9405. 
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Issues & Ideas  
 Colin Brown 
 Marvin Gloege 
 Ed Heath  
 Bill Hohenboken 
 Bill Kemper 
 

Humanities  
 Ruth Arent 
 Margaret Dutton 
 Megha Shyam
 Cliff Trow   
  

World Cultures  
 Andrea Dailey 
 David Eiseman, Chair 
 Marie Mingo 
 Renate Schuller
 Rich Wittrup 

 

Science  
 Ron Coffey  
 Tim Gordon 
 Denis Jarvis 
 Len Maki 
 Bill Wickes 

Resource Member: Judy Ringle 

ALL CLASS DISCLAIMER:  In offering classes, ALL attempts to provide classes that are of interest to a wide 

cross-section of ALL members.  As such, there may be classes that are offered that are of no interest to some members 

or even controversial.  ALL and OSUAA do not endorse positions presented by speakers in ALL classes.  We are 

honored to be able to provide this opportunity for education and civil discourse and welcome all points of view. 



 

 

Successful Marriage Counseling  Tuesday, April 3, 9:30 
 

Jim Gau holds a Ph.D. and has been a pastoral counselor and marriage and family therapist for 40 years, 

and has published fifteen articles.  This class describes the process of differentiation through which 

individual spouses can choose to grow and thus gain the possibility of a cooperative marital relationship.  

Beginning with developmental psychology to show the origins and influence of differentiation, Jim 

shows the antithesis of differentiation, namely merger.  Strategies to help couples achieve differentiation will be offered.      

Host: Margaret Dutton 
 

Letters from the PastðA History of Howlandôs Company, Michigan Volunteer Engineers Tuesday, April 10, 9:30 
 

From her family treasures, local historian Judy Juntunen presents the courtship letters of Hiram and Hanna Platt written in 

1861 and 1862 after Hiram Platt was called back home abruptly, as his father had just died.  These letters give a personal 

account of the American Civil War. 

Host: Megha Shyam 
 

Global Distribution of Wealth  Tuesday, April 17, 9:30 
 

The most recent survey of global wealth distribution showed that about 1 percent of all adults own 

about 50 percent of the wealth.  Ron Hershel, author of Evolution of Human Spirituality and a 

consultant to the semiconductor industry, will present some of the reasons for these extremes of wealth 

and poverty, and discuss the consequences in global stability.  Rather than seeing the solution as a 

redistribution of wealth, a new paradigm is proposed by which a small percentage contribution by the 

wealthy can lead to a substantial increase in global economic wealth.  The new concepts introduced are 

designed to elevate the 99 percent to new levels and provide greater equity in the distribution of global 

resources and opportunities.   

Host: Megha Shyam 
 

Best of All Possible Worldséor Not?  Tuesday, April 24, 9:30 
 

Is Voltaireôs Candide a fool found in the 21st century as well as the 18th?  How can the Judeo-Christian God of 

omnipotence, benevolence, and omniscience have created a world that is the ñbest possible of all worlds,ò  and have 

included evil in it?  Voltaire was persecuted in France for asking questions like these and lampooning the philosophers of 

his day.  The issues which so engaged and enraged Voltaire, provoking him to write Candide in the space of three weeks 

will be discussed.  It is suggested you read Candide before the class.  Roger Weaver, ALL Founding Board member and 

OSU Professor Emeritus of English, will lead this discussion.  

Host: Margaret Dutton 

1. HUMANITIES  SPRING  2012 
Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 
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   CLASS THEME : LIVING  ON  A CROWDED  PLANET  
In 2011, Communications was a special class theme.  The theme for 2012 continues with the subject matter of the book, 

Common Wealth: Economics for a Crowded Planet, by Jeffrey D. Sachs, 2008.  The issues addressed in this book include 

most of the controversial topics of the day: climate change, sustainable development, population growth, the environment, 

unequal economic development and income distribution, terrorism, and the possibility of other World calamities  

exacerbated by high-population densities.  Sachs describes how humans have slowly evolved over 100,000 years, yet in 

only 250 years their impact on the planet has increased one hundred fold, causing the above problems.  An average ALL 

member has lived through a quarter of these 250 years, and their grandchildren will live through the next 70.  Sachs puts 

forth arguments for addressing these issues on a global basis.  Additional information can be found at the following  

websites: 

  http://www.sachs.earth.columbia.edu/commonwealth/reviews.php and 

  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeffrey_Sachs  
Several classes that started in the Winter term will explore these topics from varied perspectives.  Classes that cover topics 

in this theme will be designated by the  icon.  ALL welcomes feedback on the adoption of past and future themes.  

Please give any suggestions for topics for this theme or future themes to a Curriculum Committee member or via email to:  

ALL@all-osuaa.org.   

http://www.sachs.earth.columbia.edu/commonwealth/reviews.php
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeffrey_Sachs
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The Rise of China and the Future of the United States Tuesday, May 1, 9:30 
 

OSU Assistant Professor of Political Science, David Bernell, whose teaching focuses on international 

relations, will discuss how Chinaôs growing economic power is reshaping global politics and the role of the 

United States in Asia and around the world. 

Host: Cliff Trow 
 

Perspectives on Middle Eastern History Tuesday, May 8, 9:30 
 

Nas Rassekh, Professor Emeritus of History at Lewis and Clark College in Portland, reflects on his 40 years of teaching 

Middle Eastern history.  Born and raised in Iran, he provides a firm foundation on that turbulent region of the world.  He 

builds a foundation to understand the complexities and contrasts of the people in the regionðtheir rivalries, culture, and the 

influence of  religion.  His style of presentation uses humor to bring history alive. 

Host: Megha Shyam 
 

Follow the Money: Why Health Care Reform Eludes the United States  Tuesday, May 15, 9:30 
 

Kathleen Maloy, Principal of Strategic Consulting for Equity in Health, visits us from the Washington, D.C. area; she has 

worked in the fields of  health policy and health care financing for more than 30 years.   She recently returned from a visit 

to Nepal where she volunteered in a Habitat for Humanity project.   She will compare how the media and public officials 

present concerns about health care with what the financial data show about who benefits from the high price of health care.  

Important insights will be revealed about why controlling health care costs and reform has been so difficult in the U.S.  

Kathleen will address how Oregon is grappling with these issues.       

Host: Margaret Dutton 
 

GovernanceðA 50-Year Perspective  Tuesday, May 22, 9:30 
 

Charles Vars, OSU Professor Emeritus of Economics and former Covallis Mayor, will discuss how government 

activity and intergovernmental relations have changed during the past half century.  Illustrations will draw from 

his personal research and employment addressing areas such as highways, urban sewer systems, remote sensing 

systems, and geological hazard warning systems.  Charles has served as both a state and federal employee and is 

a nine-time appointee to commissions and task forces by five Oregon and Washington governors.  
Host: Margaret Dutton 
 

Hunger and Politics in Mexico Tuesday, May 29, 9:30 
 

Dianne W. Hart, former director for Latin America of the Global Graduates Program at OSU, would teach altogether 

differently if she could do it today.  Largely unheard of until a few years ago, drug cartels are a frequent source of 

conversation where she is in Central Mexico, although not a cause of fear.  She is on the board of Feed the Hungry San 

Miguel, a non-profit that feeds 4,000 children every school day.  Under the umbrella of that organization, Dianne leads a 

group of 40 teachers who teach English classes one day a week in a remote rural village.  We will hear about Mexico, its 

worries, poverty, and politics as seen from her unique vantage point. 

Host: Cliff Trow 
 

Inheriting the Trade by author Tom DeWolf  Friday, June 1, 9:30 
 

Tom DeWolf visits us from Bend, Oregon.   He holds degrees from both Northwest Christian 

College and University of Oregon and his public service includes membership on the Oregon 

Arts Commission and the Tower Theatre Foundation.  In 2001, Tom discovered he was related 

to the most successful slave-trading family in U.S. history.  Research into family history was the 

motivation for writing his book, Inheriting the Trade which was published in 2008 and offers 

the reader a personal journey into his familyôs long-hidden slave trading.  The human trafficking 

theme continues to be relevant today, and Tom will share ideas on diversity, tolerance, and a 

more hopeful future.  

Host: Margaret Dutton 

Continued      HUMANITIES  
Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 



 

 

2. SCIENCE SPRING  2012 
Tuesdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 
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Global Climate Change and Its Impact on Oregon: Myths and Reality Tuesday, April 3, 1:30 
 

Is global warming caused by humans a hoax or reality?  Will it change the way we live in Oregon?  Perhaps the 

chief concern about global warming is the speed and magnitude of the changes. Todayôs children will experience 

in their lifetimes changes in the global climate and in Oregonôs climate that rival those that took thousands of 

years as the Earth thawed after the last ice age.  Jim Coakley,  OSU Professor Emeritus of the College of Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Sciences, will discuss the evidence for climate change and some of the myths permeating the 

media.  He will also describe what is required to stabilize the climate. 

Host: Bill Wickes 
 

Renewable Energy:  A Domestic and Global Overview Tuesday, April 10, 1:30 
 

Renewable energy generates a great deal of excitement among engineers and the public, yet it still makes up only 

a tiny fraction of our annual energy conversion requirements.  In this class, Ted Brekken, OSU Assistant 

Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, will introduce the major forms of renewable energy, 

from the well known to the exotic.  He will address the current and projected trends for renewable energy in 

Oregon, the U.S., and the world.  Barriers to renewable energy technology will be discussed, as well as possible 

future breakthroughs. 

Host: Denis Jarvis 
 

After 30 Years, New U.S. Nuclear Power Plants To Be Built  Tuesday, April 17, 1:30 
 

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission recently issued a license to the Southern Nuclear 

Operating Company to build two Westinghouse AP1000 nuclear power plants near Waynesboro, 

Ga., and construction is underway.  These are the first new nuclear power plants to be licensed in 

about 30 years.  Len Maki, retired nuclear engineer, will describe the design of the AP1000, with 

particular emphasis on the unique safety features.  Construction is scheduled to start on four 

additional AP1000s within the next year.  

Host: Len Maki 
 

Can the Oceans Feed a Crowded Planet? Tuesday April 24, 1:30 
 

Population growth is highest along our coastlines, and the demand for seafood products is 

ever increasing.  Fish is an excellent source of protein and is a renewable resourceðto a 

point.  In this interactive class, Selina Heppell, OSU Associate Professor of Fisheries and 

Wildlife, will discuss the current state of marine fisheries in the United States and 

worldwide, including conflicting views over the sustainability of current fishing practices 

and options for managing ocean resources in a changing world. 

Host: Denis Jarvis 
 

Bio-fuels and Bio-Energy   Tuesday, May 1, 9:30 
 

David Hackleman, currently OSU courtesy faculty and former OSU Linus Pauling Chair of Chemical and 

Biological Engineering, will provide an overall perspective of the types and sources of bio-fuels currently 

utilized around the world.  There will be more emphasis on those in use in Oregon and those being researched at 

OSU.  The chemistry, fuel sources, resource allocation, and life cycle aspects of bio-fuels will be considered, 

leading to an estimate of how they will be part of the sustainable future of human civilization. 

Host: Denis Jarvis 



 

 

Continued      SCIENCE 
Tuesdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 

 

Management of Back Pain Tuesday, May 8, 1:30 
 

Back pain is the most common pain complaint in Americaðat some time, almost everyone will 

experience it.  In this class, Dr. Kevin Cuccaro, a board-certified Pain Medicine Specialist, will explore 

common causes of low back pain and discuss conservative treatments.  He will describe the differences 

between acute and chronic low back and present therapies for chronic low back pain. 

Host: Dan Youngberg 
 

Climate Change Spurs Disturbance and Tree Migration Tuesday, May 15, 1:30 
 

Fly across the Western United States and Canada and you will be struck by the area over which 

forests are dead or dying.  What has happened in the last few decades to cause such large natural 

disturbances and why has Western Oregon been spared?  OSU Distinguished Professor Emeritus of 

Forestry Richard Waring, an internationally recognized physiological ecologist, offers explanations 

to these questions and illustrates how models of tree responses to climate are able to predict 

disturbances and the potential migration of different tree species. 

Host: Ron Coffey  
 

FukushimaðOne Year Later  Tuesday, May 22 , 1:30 
 

A magnitude 9.0 earthquake and a massive tsunami struck Japan on March 11, 

2011. Three nuclear power plants at Fukushima survived the earthquake, but 

suffered major damage due to the tsunami.  A series of events resulted in the 

melting of fuel and the release of radioactive material.  One year later, the reactors 

are stabilized and people are still evacuated from nearby areas.  Andrew Klein, 

OSU Professor of Nuclear Engineering, will discuss the current condition of the 

reactors, future clean-up activities, and the impact of the accident on U.S. nuclear 

power plant operations.  

Host: Len Maki 
 

Noahôs Ark for Fruits and Nuts  Tuesday, May 29, 1:30 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service, National Clonal 

Germplasm Repository is like a ñNoahôs Ark,ò or gene bank, for 30 different types of 

fruits and nuts.  Kim Hummer, Supervisory Research Horticulturist, and her staff will 

lead a tour of the facility on 33447 Peoria Road in Corvallis.  The tour will include the 

greenhouses and orchards where the many varieties and species of fruit and berry 

plants are preserved.  The tour will also include a visit to the laboratories where tissue 

culture, molecular identity, and virus testing are performed.  

Host: Len Maki 
 

Lessons without Limit: The Role of Free-choice Learning  Tuesday, June 5, 1:30 
 

A quiet revolution is unfolding worldwide, offering learners increasing choice and control over their learning. 

The centers of this revolution are not traditional educational establishments (schools and universities), but a vast 

network of informal educational entities: museums, libraries, print and broadcast media, podcasts, the Internet 

and other social networking media, and organizations like ALL.  Lynn Dierking, OSU Sea Grant Professor of 

Science and Math Education, will discuss this trend and share research describing such learning among youth, 

families, and older adults.  

Host: Bill Wickes 

7 
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UNESCOôs Role in International  Education: An Example from Water Sector  Wednesday, April 4, 9:30 
 

Rich Meganck, internationally renowned educator and former Rector of the UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water 

Education in the Netherlands, will describe one of UNESCOôs cutting-edge programs in educating the next 

generation of water managers, planners, engineers and scientists at the post-graduate level, at the Institute for 

Water Education.  Questions that will be presented and discussed are: Why did UNESCO select water as a focus 

for their efforts?  How are they planning to meet the increasing demand?  How do political decisions, scientific 

advancement and the need to generate funds affect the ability to meet the mandates of the Member States?  What 

is the institutional context of operating an educational institution that serves the world?  

Host: Ed Heath 
 

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) in Oregon Government Wednesday, April 11, 9:30 
 

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) has become an integral part of doing business for any organization 

dealing with spatial information.  Steve Lucker from the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and 

Development (DLCD) will discuss how this technology has developed in the past 20 years and demonstrate how 

state government is using GIS in todayôs world, including public access through the internet. 

Host: Marv Gloege 
 

Enough Is Enough: Building an Economy That Fits      Wednesday, April 18, 9:30 
 

Rob Dietz, editor of the Center for the Advancement of the Steady State Economyôs e-periodical, The Daly 

News, will explain his conclusions that ñEarthôs seven billion inhabitants must find ways to reverse the climate 

change weôve set in motion, halt the extinction crisis, overcome poverty, and erase the divide between haves and 

have-nots.  Economic growth is a strategy that has ensnared all nations, but itôs proving to be maladaptive.  By 

the day, we are witnessing more and more uneconomic growthðthat which costs more than itôs worth.  Now is 

the time to replace the outdated economic goal of more with the desirable goal of enough.ò      

Host: Bill Hohenboken 
 

Changing Landscape of Intercollegiate Athletics: OSU and the PAC-12  Wednesday, April 25, 9:30 
 

Intercollegiate athletics is currently going through a significant period of transformation.  New TV 

contracts, conference realignments and new NCAA rules all impact institutionsô ability to educate 

and develop student athletes.  Joey Spatafora is the Faculty Athletic Representative (FAR) for 

Oregon State University.  The FAR represents the interests of the University to the Athletic 

Department, serves as an advocate for student athletes, and functions as a Universityôs 

representative to the PAC-12 and NCAA.  Joey will discuss the changes currently underway in 

intercollegiate athletics as they pertain to student athlete welfare, OSU, and its place in the PAC-12. 

Host: Ed Heath 
 

Seeing Under the Covers: LIDAR Wednesday, May 2, 9:30 
 

To most of us, a technology is understood through its applications. In the 

case of LIDAR [LIght Detection And Ranging], these include  seismology, 

art history, oceanography, archaeology, forestry, law enforcement, the 

topography of Mars, agriculture, and, of course, military observations. 

Michael Olsen, OSU Assistant Professor in the School of Civil and 

Construction Engineering, will explain this exciting technology and its wide 

range of applications that enable us to see what lies below the canopy of 

trees and other cover. 

Host: Colin Brown 

3. ISSUES & I DEAS SPRING  2012 
Wednesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 
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Continued      ISSUES & I DEAS 
Wednesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 

 

View How To Die in Oregon with the Filmmaker  Wednesday, May 9, 9:30 
 

The award-winning documentary How To Die in Oregon will be screened and then followed by a discussion with 

filmmaker and Philomath native Peter Richardson.  The film explores Oregonôs ñDeath with Dignityò law, and 

how in 1994, Oregon became the first state to legalize physician-assisted death.  In How to Die in Oregon, the 

filmmaker enters the lives of the terminally ill as they consider whether ð and when ð to end their lives by 

lethal overdose.  

Host: Bill Kemper 
 

Health Care for All Oregon Wednesday, May 16, 9:30 
 

How did we get to the current health care dilemma?  What are the facts?  What are 

the myths?  What are the proposed solutions nationally and in Oregon?  Is Medicare 

the solutionðor the problem?  How can we move to a more equitable system for 

delivering and financing health care?  Whatôs happening in other states?  Whatôs 

happening now in Corvallis and environs?  What can YOU do about it?  Our 

presenters are Betty Johnson and Dr. Michael Huntington.  Betty Johnson has a long 

career in health-care advocacy and was director for the Senior Services for Cascades 

West Council of Governments.  Dr. Huntington is a retired radiation oncologist and 

is co-founder of Physicians for National Health Program-Corvallis. 

Host: Marv Gloege 
 

ñTown-Gown Project:ò  A Collaboration to Enhance Livability  Wednesday, May 23, 9:30 
 

In January, city and university leaders embarked on an unprecedented three-year collaboration designed to 

maintain and strengthen Corvallisô unique character and livability as OSU continues to grow and develop as a 

nationally-recognized land-grant university.  Efforts are now underway to address emerging issues including 

traffic and parking, neighborhood planning, and neighborhood livability.  Hear a project update from Corvallis 

Mayor Julie Manning, who co-chairs this effort along with OSU President Ed Ray.  

Host: Bill Kemper 
 

Home Modifications for Aging in Place  Wednesday, May 30: 9:30 
 

As many of us are aware, aging brings new challenges; and some of them are not accommodated by our dwelling 

places.  Brian Egan, owner of Corvallis Custom Kitchens and Baths, recently earned the National Association of 

Homebuilders designation of Certified Aging-in-Place Specialist.  In this program, he will identify frequently 

encountered problems and describe how a home can be modified or remodeled to meet the unique needs of the 

older population, disabled persons, and their visitors.  

Host: Bill Hohenboken 
 

Aprovecho Stove ProjectðAll Stoves Considered  Wednesday, June 6, 9:30 
 

Wood-burning stoves contribute to ill health, watershed degradation and social instability in 

developing countries. To mitigate these problems, Aprovecho Research Center in Cottage Grove 

has designed, tested and delivered highly efficient biomass cooking technologies, garnering 

acclaim from the UN World Food Program and international media. In a class rescheduled from 

last fall, Fred Colgan, Institutional Stoves Program Co-Director, will share their fascinating story 

and his.  Learn about Stove Camp, Stove-Tec, and Stove Factory-in-a-Box.  

Host: Bill Hohenboken 
 

 

OREGON 



 

 

4. INDIA   SPRING  2012 
Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 

 

Introduction to India  Thursday, April 5, 9:30 
 

Keith Muckleston, OSU Professor Emeritus of Geography, will provide an overview of the biophysical and 

human geography of India.  In this overview, he will discuss its area and location relative to other countries, its 

physical base, including landforms, climate (with special attention to monsoons), and hydrography.  He will also 

cover population dynamics, languages (size, growth, distribution, changing urban/rural ratios), ethnic/racial 

groups and religions.  The session will end with an up-close and personal view of India by motorcycle. 

Host: David Eiseman 
 

Varieties of Beauty in India Thursday, April 12, 9:30 
 

Beauty in India is multifaceted, whether it be in nature or in human-made artifacts and traditions. Charles 

Langford, OSU Associate Professor Emeritus of Sociology, will show slides and elucidate the essence of beauty 

as it appears in nature, art and architecture, handicrafts decorations and clothing, various religions, festivals, 

dance, and ordinary behavior. 

Host: David Eiseman 
 

From Srinagar to Leh in Ladakh Thursday, April 19, 9:30 
 

The road from Srinagar to Leh  climbs over the Zoji La Pass, nearly 14,000 feet high, the 

lowest of the passes to Ladakh.  Using slides from her journey by bus in 1981, ALL 

member Renate Schuller will share her stories and personal experiences in the land of 

mountains, of lamas and gompas (lamaseries), of tankas and mantras, of chortens (stupas) 

and prayer wheels, of mane stones and prayer flags and more. 

Host: Renate Schuller 
 

Womenôs Development in India via Microfinancing Thursday, April 26, 9:30 
 

Suzanne Feeney, PSU Professor Emeritus, Mark O. Hatfield School of Government, will cover multiple and 

worldwide assessments about the effectiveness of microfinance as a tool of development.  Her experience in 

India has been with indigenous local women in slums and rural areas engaging in microfinance through locally 

controlled programs.  We will hear about the origins of microfinance in India; how it is organized, what the 

results have been and the ongoing challenges of microfinance. 

Host: Rich Wittrup 
 

Stories of Ancient and Modern India Thursday, May 3, 9:30 
 

India-native Megha Shyam, and ALL member, will explore the breadth and context of stories from 5,000 years 

ago that imparted spiritual messages to the common folk.  He will trace how the stories changed as they merged 

with music and dance.  This merging led to patronage of the performing arts and, in turn, to competing systems 

of classical music.  Modern stories tend to focus on foreign occupation and on social and political reforms.  Since 

independence 65 years ago, stories (many written in English) have reached audiences all over the globe. 

Host: David Eiseman 
 

Disciplined Movement:  Visual Enchantment, Classical Dance of India Thursday, May 10, 9:30 
 

The ALL audience is fortunate to have two resident performers, choreographers, and instructors of 

Bharatanatyam (dance of Bharata). Swathi Subramanian and Rekha Sridhar will introduce us to 

this and other Indian classical dance formsðrhythmic movements, art of story telling, and 

melodyðand the associated history, culture, and tradition.  The artists will discuss the instruments 

unique to Indian music. 

Host:  Marie Mingo 
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Continued      INDIA  
Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 

 

Gala Indian Dinner  Monday, May 14 No Host Bar 5:30PM - Dinner at 6:00PM 

 

 
 

The History of Indian Nationalism Thursday, May 17, 1:30  
 

Randall McGowen, U of O Professor of History, will examine the proponents of self-rule in India from the late 19th century 

to the early 20th century.  Gandhiôs push for a nationalist movement never entirely captured the Congress Party and he 

faced mounting tensions between Hindus and Muslims.  The political scene between 1920 and 1947 displays the continued 

dominance of westernized elites in shaping the direction of change. Independence in 1947 may have been less an abrupt 

rupture with the past than evidence of deep continuity with earlier ways of governing society. 

Host: Rich Wittrup 
 

India Today and Tomorrow: Perspectives of Youth Thursday, May 24, 1:30  
 

OSU students, Parth Khimsaria, Neha Neelwarne, Ram Ravichandran, and Anushree Sharma, will share their experiences 

of growing up in India, Indian customs, as well as speaking on what their young adult lives would have been like if they 

had pursued their higher education in India.  They will discuss their experiences of transitioning into American culture as 

Indian students at OSU and their plans for the future.  From all this, we will come to understand how Indian youth balance 

their identities as heirs of a rich cultural tradition in the era of globalization. 

Host:  Marie Mingo 
 

Indian Religions: Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism Thursday, May 31, 9:30  
 

Stuart Sarbacker, OSU Professor of Philosophy, will examine the key principles and practices of three of Indiaôs native 

religious traditions: Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism.  He will discuss the role of world-affirming and world-negating 

perspectives and the tension between various religious paths, such as those of knowledge, action, and devotion, within the 

Indic religious context.   

Host:  Rich Wittrup 
 

Women and India: Continuity and Change Thursday, June 7, 9:30  
 

The role of women in modern India is an avidly discussed topic, particularly given the worldwide 

movements for womenôs rights and advancement.  What are the traditional roles for Indian women; how is 

globalization affecting women in India; and what might be the unintended evils of change in Indiaôs 

ancient social systems?  Martha Rampton, Professor of History at Pacific University, will address these 

issues, sharing her experiences and insights gained from several years of collaboration with Lady Doak 

College in southern India and work with numerous womenôs groups and orphanages in Tamilnadu. 

Host:  Marie Mingo 
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Soup:  Sweet Corn Soup (creamy style 

corn soup with carrots, cabbage, and 

green onion) with Nan (flat bread) 
 

 Main Course: 

 Lamb Korma (tender stewed lamb in  

tomato sauce with yogurt and spices) 
 

Vegetarian Option:  Navaratan Korma 

(a rich vegetable stew with carrots,  

potatoes, cauliflower, green beans,  

mushrooms, and cashew nuts finished 

with cream) 
 

Basmati Rice and Peas (steamed basmati 

rice with green peas and spices), Dal 

(stewed lentils and spices) and Raita 

(yogurt and cucumber sauce with spices) 

Dessert:  Gulab with light syrup and 

crushed pistachios (fried milk  

dumplings) 
 

Beverages: Nimbu Pani (lemon juice 

and date juice sweetened with 

honey), Allann Brothers regular and 

decaf coffee, assorted Stash teas, hot 

chocolate, and spiced cider 
 

No-host Bar: red and white wine, beer, 

assorted soft drinks and nuts  
 

Location: CH2M Hill Alumni Center,  

 [Free campus parking after 5:00PM] 
 

Cost:   $22, including gratuity  
 

Submit Payment with Class Registration $ 

INDIA  



 

 

 

Anticipating Ashland 2012: A Season of Change Thursday, April 5, 1:30 
 

Usually the season bill at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival does not have a theme.  The 2012 season is different.  All eleven 

plays are filled with characters and nations undergoing change.  For some there is renewal and for others there are 

unintended consequences.  During the season, old stories will be told in new ways.  Also, the season features four world 

premiers. Director Robert Leff will share his insights about the 2012 plays and his reviews of the first five productions.  

Host: Dorothy Louis 
 

Hands-on Photography with Ellen Hamill Thursday, April 12, 1:30 
 

Ellen Hamill, a retiree of OSUôs Printing and Mailing Services, has ignited her lifetime hobby of 

photography into a small business.  She is a member of the Photo Arts Guild of Corvallisô Art 

Center, the Oregon Coast Council for the Arts, and Salemôs Artists in Action to name a few.  Ellen 

is the recipient of several photographic awards from the Columbia Council Camera Clubs, and 

Salemôs Mayoral Show.  Composition and contrast with color and B/W will be the major focus as 

we study from her collection of landscapes, seascapes, animal portraits, barns, and historic 

buildings.  You are invited to bring your camera and manual/quick guide if you desire advice. 

Host: Nancy Groesz 
 

Hep-Kats and Mumbo Jumbo, Yaô Dig?:  African Music and its Influence on America Thursday, April 19, 1:30 
 

The Senegambian region of West Africa, composed of the nations of Senegal and The Gambia, were the source of 

significant numbers of slaves to the American colonies.  The influence of its peoples and cultures has been significant and 

continues to this day on the street corners of New York (and Florence, Oregon for that matter).  Michael Coolen, OSU 

Professor Emeritus of Music, will share his knowledge of this fascinating musical history. 

Host: Susan Smyth Tucker 
 

Stories Told New Ways Thursday, April 26, 1:30 
 

The heart of the theatre is telling stories.  In the later part of the 20th century and continuing into the new century, there has 

been an explosion in the way that stories are told.  Performance art, solo performances, hip-hop theatre, and Emo Rock 

Musicals are some of the new ways.  New voices help keep theatre vibrant.  Historian and director Robert Leff will share 

examples and insights about whatôs new.  Warning: strong language. 

Host: Dorothy Louis 
 

It Was Then That I Knew Thursday, May 3, 1:30 
 

Writer, poet, and teacher Ann Staley will lead this class where members will participate with 

their own writing.  Weôll start with some warm up ñfree writing,ò then use the text of a poem and 

a short essay to respond to, and finally write about an experience of our own that might fit the 

workshop title.  Participants are encouraged to bring writing materials to use in class. 

Host: Dorothy Louis 
 

The Role of an Arts Center in the 21st Century Wednesday, May 9, 1:30 
 

David Huff, Executive Director of the Corvallis Arts Center, will discuss the role of a community arts 

center in contemporary life.  Changes in technology, travel, communication, taste, funding, and 

demographics have all made an impact on nonprofit arts organizations and how they serve the 

community.  Come learn about these new models and how you can get involved in the future of the 

Corvallis Arts Center.  

Host: Dorothy Louis 

 

5. ARTS SPRING  2012 
Thursdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 

12 



 

 

Continued      ARTS 
Thursdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 

 

After the Fantastique Wednesday, May 16, 1:30 
 

David Eiseman, OSU Professor Emeritus of Music, will concentrate on Berliozôs music after his immensely influential 

Symphonie Fantastique of 1830 with compositions such as Romeo and Juliet (1839), The Damnation of Faust (1846), The 

Childhood of Christ (1854), The Trojans (1858), and many others.  Each of these is distinctively innovative and 

unprecedented in orchestration, in genre, in method, message and impact, whether gigantic and bombastic or gentle, 

intimate and tender. 

Host: Nancy Groesz 
 

Prints or Reproductions: There is a Difference Thursday, May 24, 1:30 
 

Carol Chapel, printmaker and artist, will tell us about the printmaking process and what distinguishes a print from a 

reproduction.  With examples of her work and tools used in making prints, we will learn in detail about printing techniques. 

Carol was the successful owner for 25 years of Watermark Signs in Corvallis.  She designed and made the signs for 

Gathering Together Farms, the Welcome to Philomath Sign, and designed the 2009 Corvallis Fall Festival Poster.  

Host: Dorothy Louis 
 

Living the Creative Life: Artists in Their Gardens  Thursday, May 31, 1:30 
 

Visit the gardens of two of Corvallisô most creative residents. Potter Cynthia Spencer has been creating hand built pottery 

from her studio in Corvallis since 1987.  See a demo of how hand built pottery varies from that thrown on a potters-wheel. 

Take a tour of Cynthiaôs garden full of ceramics.  Ella Rhodes, mosaicist and owner of Sacred Shard Mosaic Studio will 

offer a tour of the architectural and garden mosaics at her home studio.  There will be an opportunity for you to add a few 

pieces of tesserae to a mosaic work in progress.  

Host: Dorothy Louis and Erika Schoell 
 

ñLearning Science Through Artò and International Bike Touring Expeditions  Thursday, June 7, 1:30 
 

Local artist and avid cyclist, Carol Angela Selberg, will offer a two-pronged class.  During the first half, sheôll discuss the 

program she developed known as ñLearning Science through Art,ò an exploration for young children of the 

electromagnetic spectrum utilizing light paired with paint.  The second portion of the class will delve into Carol and her 

husband Jerryôs pedaling journeys, including Australia and SE Asia, averaging three months eachðwith snorkeling forays! 

Host: Nancy Groesz 

   ALL A NNUAL  M EETING  & SUMMER  SESSION  
ALLôs Annual Meeting Picnic Dinner will be held Monday, June 11, 2012 from 5:00PM to 7:30PM at the CH2M Hill 

Alumni Center.  The eveningôs activities will start with a no-host bar serving wine and beer with entertainment by  

Mike Curtis/Dave Leslie Duo.  Mike Curtis (reeds) and Dave Leslie (piano) have been playing jazz, klezmer, and their own  

world-music-based originals together for about 30 years.  Mike, was an instructor in the OSU Music Department for many 

years and is a member of the Eugene Symphony.  Following the entertainment, there will be a picnic dinner, and a report of 

the yearôs activities and election of new members of the 2012-2013 Council.  In order to assure an accurate headcount for 

dinner, the advance nominal charge to members and spouses is $10 each, with the remaining cost as a benefit of your  

membership.  Non-alcoholic beverages are included in the cost of the dinner.  There will be free parking in the lot south of 

Reser after 5:00PM. 
  

 COST: $10, SUBMIT PAYMENT WITH CLASS RESERVATION.   Picnic deadline to sign up and pay: June 1st  
 

ALLôS FIFTH  SUMMER SESSION:  
  
ALLôs summer sessions have been deemed successful, so we are planning another.  Like past sessions there will usually be 

a single class per week normally meeting on Wednesday mornings.  These classes take advantage of the summer weather 

and accessible venues.  Details, including registration, will be available about the first of May.  Check our website and 

weekly announcements (both email and before class) for these details.  The summer session is a benefit of your current 

membership and will be offered at no extra charge.   
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CLASS SELECTION   YOUR COPY 
SPRING  2012 

Before sending in your registration form, take a moment and either make a copy of it 

or use this page to note which classes you  selected.  You will then have a record of 

your expressed intentions.  Exceptional dates and times are in Bold print .  If a                 

ð- symbol is shown, the class/event is not at the First Congregational Church.  

Please plan transportation accordingly.  ñLiving on a Crowded Planetò theme classes 

are designated with the      icon. 
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2. Science 

Tuesday, May 22, 1:30-3:30: FukushimaðOne Year Later  

Tuesday, April 10, 1:30-3:30:  Renewable Energy 

Tuesday, May 1, 1:30-3:30: Bio-fuels and Bio-energy 

Tuesday, April 17, 1:30-3:30: New Nuclear Power Plants  

Tuesday, May 15, 1:30-3:30: Climate Change & Trees 

Tuesday, May 8, 1:30-3:30: Back Pain Management 

Tuesday, April 3, 1:30-3:30:  Global Climate Change and

 Its Impact on Oregon 

Tuesday, April 24, 1:30-3:30: Can Oceans Feed Planet? 

Tuesday, June 5, 1:30-3:30: Free-choice Learning  

Tuesday, May 29, 1:30-3:30: Noahôs Ark For Fruits & 

 Berries 

Thursday, May 31, 9:30-11:30: Indian Religions 

Thursday, June 7, 9:30-11:30: Role of Women 

5. Arts 

Thursday, April 26, 1:30-3:30: Stories Told New Ways 

Thursday, April 5, 1:30-3:30: Anticipating Ashland 2012 

Thursday, April 19, 1:30-3:30: Hep-Kats and Mumbo Jumbo 

Wednesday, May 9, 1:30-3:30: Role of an Arts Center  

Wednesday, May 16, 1:30-3:30: After the Fantastique 

Thursday, May 3, 1:30-3:30: It Was Then That I Knew 

Thursday, April 12, 1:30-3:30: Hands-on Photography 

Thursday, May 24, 1:30-3:30: Prints or Reproductions 

Thursday, June 7, 1:30-3:30: Science Through Art and Bike  

 Touring 

Thursday, May 31, 1:30-3:30: Artists in Their Gardens 

1. Humanities 

Tuesday, April 3, 9:30-11:30: Marriage Counseling 

Tuesday, April10, 9:30-11:30: Civil War Letters 

Tuesday, May 1, 9:30-11:30: The Rise of China and 

 the Future of the U. S. 

Tuesday, May 15, 9:30-11:30: Healthcare Reform 

Tuesday, May 8, 9:30-11:30: Middle Eastern History  

Tuesday, May 22, 9:30-11:30: Governance 

Tuesday, April 24, 9:30-11:30: Best of All Possible    

 Worlds? [Candide] 

Tuesday, April 17, 9:30-11:30: Global Wealth Distribution 

Friday, June 1, 9:30-11:30: Inheriting the Trade 

Tuesday, May 29, 9:30-11:30: Hunger & Politics in 

 Mexico  

3. Issues & Ideas 

Wednesday, April 25 , 9:30-11:30: PAC 12 Update  

Wednesday, April 18, 9:30-11:30: Building an Economy 

 That Fits 

Wednesday, April 4, 9:30-11:30: UNESCO  

Wednesday, April 11 , 9:30-11:30: Geographic Information 

 System  

Wednesday, May 16, 9:30-11:30: Health Care for All Oregon 

Wednesday, May 9, 9:30-11:30: How To Die In Oregon 

Wednesday, May 30, 9:30-11:30: Aging In Place  

Wednesday, June 6, 9:30-11:30: Aprovecho Stove Project  

Wednesday, May 23, 9:30-11:30: Corvallis/OSU Relations 

Wednesday, May 2, 9:30-11:30: LIDAR: Seeing Under Covers  

Thursday, April 26, 9:30-11:30: Microfinance 

4. India 

Thursday, April 5, 9:30-11:30: Introduction To India  

Thursday, April 12, 9:30-11:30: Varieties Of Beauty 

Thursday, May 3, 9:30-11:30: Stories of Ancient India  

Monday, May 14, 5:30: Gala Indian Dinner $ 

Thursday, May 10, 9:30-11:30: Disciplined Movement Dance  

Thursday, May 17, 9:30-11:30: Indian Nationalism 

Thursday, May 24, 9:30-3:30: India Today & Tomorrow  

Thursday, April 19, 9:30-11:30: Srinagar to Leh in Ladakh 


